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View From the Editor’s Desk n  

Gifts in Spring!

W
elcome to our 
annual special 
issue on gardens. 
Some of us 

can’t wait to get out and work 
the soil, while others of us 
look forward to enjoying the 
beauty that other gardeners 
create. And there’s the large 
group that loves how Nature 
itself unfolds the seasons.

I had reason to look 
through some photographs 
of my own garden recently. 
While I usually focus on what’s 
wrong with my garden, how it 
doesn’t live up to my dreams 
and desires for it, when I look 
at the photos out of season, I 
see the amazing beauty that 
flourishes around me every 
year. Although things could 
always be better with my 
garden, plants and flowers 
of any kind and condition 
always look wonderful.

This issue lets you explore 
the gorgeous private gardens 
of some dedicated residents of 
Dundas and Niagara-on-the-
Lake and the impressive newly 
renovated Rock Garden of 
the Royal Botanical Gardens, 
which you are encouraged 
to visit yourself, especially 
now that its entrances and 
paths are fully accessible. 

We also show some of the 
features of a well-protected 
and ecologically safe property 

on Mountsberg 
Road in rural 
Hamilton. In 
addition, Chris 
Mills urges you to 
put on your hiking 
boots and take 
a spring walk in 
Beamer Memorial 
Conservation 
Area. There’s plenty 
in this issue to 
inspire you to get 
back to enjoying 
the outdoors.

Canada Blooms 
Free Tickets
Again this year, Niagara 
Escarpment Views is a sponsor 
of Canada Blooms, the annual 
festival celebrating gardening, 
landscaping and outdoor 
living. At the show, watch for 
the Most Imaginative Garden, 
an award again given to an 
unusual garden design in 
the name of the magazine.

This year we’re giving 
away 10 pairs of free tickets 
to Canada Blooms, valued 
at $20 each! First chance 
at tickets is being given 

to subscribers of Niagara 
Escarpment Views, as thanks 
for your loyalty and support. 
Just email editor@NEViews.
ca or call 647.680.2834 with 
your name and phone number 
and you’ll be entered for your 
chance at two free tickets. 

If you aren’t a subscriber, 
there’s still time! Just 
subscribe with the form 
on page 60 in this issue 
or the website www.
NEViews.ca/subscribe-
now, and let us know you 
want to win tickets! 

We need to hear from you 
before March 3, when we’ll 
notify the winners. Tickets 
will be held for you at the 
Canada Blooms office.

Book Giveaway
We have ANOTHER GIFT FOR 
ONE LUCKY PERSON: a FREE 
COPY of 100 Easy-to-Grow 
Native Plants for Canadian 
Gardeners by Lorraine 
Johnson. You can read an 
excerpt from this newly 
published book on page 10. 
Subscribers are welcome to 
contact us at editor@NEViews.
ca or 647.680.2834 and ask for 
the book. We’ll get back to the 

winner for your address and 
a copy will be mailed to you.

Canada 150 Tulips
Still on the theme of gardens, 
in the Autumn issue we 
encouraged you to plant the 
specially bred Canada 150 
Tulip, which seems to show 
the flag. If you did, and this 
spring they make a good show, 
we ask you to send us a photo. 
We’ll publish some in the 
Summer issue just in time to 
help celebrate Canada’s 150th 
anniversary. Here’s hoping 
that the squirrels didn’t get 
at all of them, and that we 
have a lovely start to this 
special year for the country!

Gloria Hildebrandt

P.S. Wild animals 
need wild spaces.

Let us know 
what you think!
Write us at editor@NEViews.ca or

	 Niagara Escarpment Views, 
	 50 Ann St., 
	 Georgetown ON L7G 2V2.

More Online!
	Keep in touch with Escarpment news between 	

	 issues at our website. We have unique content 
not seen in the magazine, and you can leave 
comments in response. See www.NEViews.ca.

	Niagara Escarpment Views  is on Facebook as:
	 www.facebook.com/N.E.Views

This year we’re
giving away  

10 PAIRS OF 
FREE TICKETS TO 
CANADA BLOOMS*, 
valued at $20 each!

FREE TICKETS to Canada Blooms

ONE FREE COPY of  
100 Easy-to-Grow Native Plants for Canadian Gardeners

SUBSCRIBER BENEFITS!

*Subscribers to Niagara 
Escarpment Views get 

first chance to win.

*Subscribers to Niagara 
Escarpment Views get 

first chance to win.
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n readers & viewers

 

n   WRITTEN BY SUE HORNER

risky roads:
Road ecology measures step in when 
animal instincts and urban sprawl collide

14 Niagara Escarpment Views  •  winter 2016–2017 

14-19 NEV 2016-04.indd   14 2016-11-02   8:40 PM

F
encing guides animals away from dangerous roads and 

onto a bridge, which takes them safely over a road, or into 

culverts or underground passages that Ontario Parks likens 

to “a critter-sized subway tunnel passing under the road.” ▶

Ecopassage in use at Killbear Provincial Park west of Parry Sound. PHOTO COURTESY OF ONTARIO PARKS.

winter 2016–2017  •  Niagara Escarpment Views 15
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I enjoyed reading through your latest Niagara Escarpment Views 
magazine. I really liked the photographs & reading about the wildlife 
fencing. I was at Banff National Park in Alberta last year & they’ve 
installed 82 kilometres of fencing along the Trans Canada Highway 
1, 6 wildlife crossing overpasses & 38 underpasses to keep animals & 
people safe. I like that they’re being installed locally too.

Andrea Vidolovics via email
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Thank you so much for 
this wonderful honour.

Ann Brokelman, Toronto

I was quite taken with the 
wildlife photography of Ann 
Brokelman in the winter issue 
of NEV. Her work is so fresh 
and engaging! I particularly 
liked the skunk trundling 
through the deep snow. To 
you, as editor,  and to Ann, I 
say, “keep up the good work.”

Barbara Palmer via email

I am originally from Vineland 
so it is always nice to catch 
up on the latest news from 
around my hometown region. 
The lovely photographs 
also display the uniqueness 
of the Niagara region.

Hon. V. Peter Harder, P.C., 
Government Representative in 

the Senate

These photos of deer and a coyote were taken at separate 
times over a few days in November on a property just 
north of the Escarpment near Georgetown. 

Photos by Barry Merkley and Gordon Seaman

Celebrants gather in front of a festooned Hotel McGibbon. COURTESY OF 
ESQUESING HISTORICAL SOCIETY

There are many hidden gems 
in and around downtown 
Georgetown, but nothing 
beats the legendary McGibbon 
Hotel. Providing lodging and 
libation for over 160 years, 
the McGibbon has been host 
to some of Hollywood’s most 

famous A-list celebrities, 
including Richard Burton, 
Michael Douglas, Orson 
Welles and Jim Henson, 
creator of The Muppets.

When word got out that 
glamour would soon return 
to the old hotel with the 

help of a new luxury condo 
development, people started 
to share their memories about 
the hotel, and as past owner of 
the McGibbon, Nick Markou 
sure has some good ones to tell.

His fondest memory was 
during the filming of Follow 
That Bird, a full-length movie 
with Jim Henson filmed inside 
the hotel in 1985, almost 30 
years ago. The plot follows 
the Sesame Street gang on an 
exciting quest to find Big Bird 
after he was sent to live across 
the country. Nick remembers 
Henson getting bored on set 
one day and stepping onto the 
curb outside of the McGibbon to 
entertain lucky local youngsters.

Two years earlier in 1983, 
Orson Welles filmed the 
movie Hot Money in this same 
hotel. Playing the drunken 
Sherriff Paisley, this film 
was a little different than the 
Muppets’ adventures a couple 
years earlier, to say the least.

Welles investigates a 

robbery in his small, upstate 
New York town, but locals 
would immediately recognize it 
as downtown Georgetown. The 
McGibbon façade is featured 
in numerous parade scenes 
and car chases, with police cars 
barrelling past the hotel and 
screeching to a stop at police 
headquarters, better known as 
Georgetown’s old post office 
building on Mill Street. Bar 
scenes, as well as the infamous 
basement safe bust, were 
filmed in the McGibbon itself.

In 1888, the original 
hotel was destroyed by a 
fire and replaced by the 
present brick structure of 
The McGibbon Hotel. While 
most businesses from that 
time have gone, this landmark 
hotel continues to dominate 
Main Street Georgetown, 
and with news of the new 
redevelopment, we’re sure 
there will be another 160 years 
of amazing stories to come.

— Kate McGowan

Respect the Beauty of The Bruce
Visitors to the Bruce Peninsula will see 
this green slogan posted throughout the 
area. Keeping the Bruce Clean & Green 
reminds us that the beauty of our peninsula 
should be respected by all who visit or 
live here so that it will remain healthy 
and friendly for all future generations.

Started as a grassroots response to 
the large visitor influx to the area, Keep 
the Bruce Clean & Green volunteers 
promote ecological citizenship around 
the peninsula. The need to support the 
natural environment to keep it beautiful 
has the people of the peninsula banding 
together. Look for folks wearing the white 
t-shirts with the slogan on it and stop to 
chat with them. They will happily point 
out places for proper disposal of trash 
along with directions to areas of interest.

In preparation for your trip to the 
Bruce it might be helpful to keep in 
mind that we all can help to keep the 
environment healthy. Plan to take along 

refillable liquid containers for drinking 
water; there are a number of water filling 
stations around the various villages. Pack 
your picnics with reusable containers to 
decrease the amount of waste that ends 
up in landfill sites. Always ensure that you 
have eco-friendly disposable items and 
that they are placed in the appropriate 
container for waste and recycle.

Remember that we share our space 
with many other animals that forage for 
food in our waste areas so closing the 
trash containers is essential. We encourage 
you to plan your visit well and remember 
that we should “take only pictures and 
leave only footprints” so that not only 
you but all future generations will also be 

able to enjoy the beauty of “The Bruce.”
As you visit the National Parks on 

the Bruce pick up a green bag and you 
can support the “clean & green” spirit. 
Litter is the number one violation to our 
environment. Please use the bag and 
dispose of your litter appropriately in 
larger trash and recycle bins. In the village 
of Tobermory, many of the most visited 
areas are in residential areas. On long 
weekends throughout the summer you may 
find that there are “tomato cage garbage 
bins” along private property for those 
water bottles and pop tins that need to be 
disposed of on long walks. Everyone helps.

With the opportunity to visit the 
National Parks here on the Peninsula our 
hope is that you will take time to marvel at 
how beautiful and fragile our environment 
is. Throughout your travels please remember 
to “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Respect.”

— Article and image by Keep the Bruce 
Clean & Green

Georgetown’s Legendary McGibbon Hotel: 
A Hollywood Favourite!  

GAZETTE n 
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We would like to thank you 
for publishing our article-
KEEP THE BRUCE CLEAN 
AND GREEN in your latest 
Niagara Escarpment 
magazine. With the National 
Parks giving out free passes 
this year, we will need all the 
help and exposure we can get

Deryn Harkness, Gail Beagan, 
and Angie Beutel via email

I really enjoy your magazine. 
For a few issues you had an 
advertiser that was a butcher 
shop, with a few locations. 
They advertised that they 
carried Chiannina beef. I 
haven’t seen their ad lately 
and do not have a back copy 
to find them. Do you have 
the company name as I wish 
to visit one of their locations 
to order this product.

Dave McDonnell via email
Editor’s note: We introduced 
Dave to the advertiser who was 
going to get in direct contact.
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readers & viewers n

 I happened to pick up the winter edition today while out 
for lunch and was delighted to discover Hockleycrest trees. 
What a wonderful idea! Unfortunately the article didn’t make 
it clear when the trees could be purchased. I drove to the 
address, but there was no sign, no info and no one around to 
ask when the trees might be available. I love the magazine but 
was very disappointed with not being able to purchase a tree.

Lorna Embrey via email
Editor’s note: We should have clarified when sales of trees 
take place, indicated by the  sign that is put at the road.

 We met at the Guelph Organic 
Conference a while back where I 
began our subscription to ‘Views’ 
& have been a fan ever since. 
Tip top articles & photography. 
The ad for Clearview Station 
B&B at Creemore perked our 
interest. A unique romantic 2 day 
anniversary getaway this summer 
included slumbers in a caboose 
& breakfasts par excellence 
with caring charming hosts. 

Clare Johnston, Fergus
The photograph is of Clare 

and her husband.
Photo submitted.

n The GifT of Land

Winter Walks
By Gloria Hildebrandt

I
n winter the highlight 
of my typical day is a 
midday walk around the 
back of my property with 

my dogs. This is the warmest 
time of the day and usually 
the brightest as well. I like 
getting fresh air and sunlight 
as a break. As long as I’m 
dressed properly, I enjoy 
being out in winter. I dress for 
function, not fashion. I need 
big tall boots that keep my feet 
warm and dry. Long johns 
under my pants help. A long 
parka with hood or my old 
knitted hat with scarf attached 
means there is no place for 
wind or snow to hit my bare 
neck or go down my back. 
Proper mittens, sometimes 
one pair inside another, are 
important. Icy fingers and 

toes can be a dangerous sign 
of impending frostbite.

A winter walk is usually 
free from thoughts of outdoor 
work. No plants to pull out, 
branches to move, bridges 
to repair. Unless a tree has 
fallen down. Winter work 
tends to be close to the house: 
firewood to bring inside, the 
front porch and walk to be 
shovelled, as well as the large 
back verandah and herb 
garden paths. Actually, I can 
ignore the verandah and 
paths, but I like them better 
cleared of snow. Sitting on 
the long rear verandah can 
feel like being at a ski lodge, 
and my dogs like to mill 
around on the paths through 
the herb garden. What can 
be hard work is just walking 
through the snow if it’s deep, if 
there’s been no trail broken.

Snowshoes make it easier to 
get around, and after they’ve 
packed down the trails, I can 
walk there in my boots alone. 
The dogs use the trails, and 
I’ve noticed that wild animals 
do, too. Signs of wildlife can 
be easier to see in winter. Deer, 
rabbits, grouse, Great Blue 
Heron, racoons and moles can 
all leave clear tracks. I can’t 
distinguish the tracks of dogs, 
coyotes and foxes, though.

Winter birds that I can 
often see in the forest 
away from the bird feeders 
include Chickadees, Blue 
Jays, crows, Hairy and 
Downy Woodpeckers. I 
come across fresh gashes 
in trees with piles of big 
wood chips below, made 
by Pileated Woodpeckers, 
but I rarely see the birds 
themselves. The heron stalks 
the open end of the pond 
where some springs are, and 
it will fly up and away with a 
terrific squawk. Its three-
toed tracks often lead to 
the water’s edge and I have 
seen it all through winter.

Sitting in Silence
I enjoy sitting on the bench at 
the pond where the sun can 
hit my face. On a bright cold 
day the sky is brilliant blue. 
I never want to bash swiftly 
through natural spaces. I like 
to be there for a while, taking 
in the silence, the smells, the 
views. I may have to clear 
the benches of snow and 
ice with my walking stick.

A stick is particularly 
useful in winter, for testing 
the depth of snow or water, 
turning things over, clearing 
an overhanging branch of 
snow, drawing smiley faces…
and especially for helping 
you get up if you’ve fallen 
and there is no tree nearby. 
When you’re in the snow 
up to your armpits, a sturdy 
walking stick can support 
you in getting on your feet.

Before the trails have been 
packed down, when the snow 
is deep, the dogs can be up to 
their “armpits.” As they churn 
through the snow, the heat of 
their bodies can create clumps 
of icy snow in their fur. They 
can get snowballs on their 
paws and ice between their 
toes. My small dog Thomas 
often stops to lick the ice off 
his paws, not realizing that he’s 
making it worse by making 
them warm and damp.

Cozy House
Coming home after the 
45-minute walk is pleasant, 
with the fire in the woodstove 
heating the house and the 
prospect of a mug of hot tea. 
I’ve learned that if I feel cold 
inside the house, the best 
way to warm up is actually to 
step outside for a bit. Coming 
in, I realize how warm and 
cozy the house actually is.

After the walk, I unwrap 
myself from my outdoor 
clothing and then have to deal 
with the dogs’ snowballs in the 
fur on their bellies, legs and 
paws. I used to try rubbing 
them off with a towel, combing 
the snowballs out, then 
clipping them out of the fur. 
All of this was time consuming 
and ineffective. Last year I 
had a brainwave. Now I run 
warm water in the bathtub, 
put the dogs in the water and 
the snow melts off rapidly 
while their bodies warm 
up instantly. They are even 
eager to step into this bath.

A dog cookie each and 
they are happy to snooze 
in their favourite spots all 
afternoon, while I go back 
to my desk work. With tea 
in hand, the afternoon feels 
a bit like the start of a new 
day. A walk in winter can 
be energizing, not tiring.

Gloria Hildebrandt is the co-
founder, co-publisher and editor 
of Niagara Escarpment Views.
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▲My dogs in the forest beneath Pileated Woodpecker holes. PHOTO BY MIKE DAVIS.
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I love the way one can pick up 
an article by Gloria 
Hildebrandt any time and be 
lifted up – not just by the 
subject, but by the way she 
writes. You are a master! (Just 
read “Winter Walks.”)

Julia Soong, Richmond, B.C.

WE VALUE YOUR VIEWS!   Write to: Niagara Escarpment Views

50 Ann St., Georgetown ON L7G 2V2

Email: editor@NEViews.ca     Comment through: www.NEViews.ca

Hockleycrest’s  
Trees for the Trail
WRITTEN BY DAN O’REILLY   n   PHOTOGRAPHED  BY MIKE DAVIS

20 Niagara Escarpment Views  •  winter 2016–2017
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I
t’s a long way from arizona to a tree farm nestled away on the Niagara 

Escarpment in the Mono Township hills, but a Grand Canyon backpacking trip 

can be considered the genesis of David Moule and Sally Cohen’s commitment to 

the Bruce Trail through the sale of Christmas trees on their farm, Hockleycrest. ▶

David Moule in one of the tree plantations at Hockleycrest with Airport Road in the background.
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Die Inserate sind ja 
super! [translation:] The 
advertisements are super!

Oliver Kruse, 
Norderstedt, Germany

Keep up the great work on 
the publication! I always look 
forward to receiving the new 
issue!

Eric Fowle, Appleton, MI

Rev The Border Collie 
holding the Winter 
issue. Follow his exploits 
at facebook.com/
RevTheBorderCollie.
Photo submitted.

Effi ciency, power and comfort. With its lower centre of gravity, 
Quick Dial Height Adjustment and smart design, our residential 
zero-turn series make short work out of ground work.
kubota.ca   |       Z700 SERIES

Z100 SERIES

PUT ANOTHER 
WORKHORSE 
IN YOUR STABLE.

Ben Berg Farm & Industrial Equipment
42134 Hwy #3, Wainfl eet
905.899.3405
Hours: Mon to Fri 8-5:30, Sat 8-5
www.benberg.com

Robert’s Farm Equipment
Chesley, County Rd 10 . . . . . . . . . . . . .519.363.3192
Lucknow, Amberley Rd .. . . . . . . . . . .519.529.7995
Mount Forest, Sligo Rd W .. . . . . . . .519.323.2755
www.robertsfarm.com

Stewart’s Equipment
9410 Wellington Road 124
(at Trafalgar Road), Erin
519.833.9616
www.stewartsequip.com
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n events along the rock
Photos by Mike Davis except where noted.

Please see www.NEViews.ca 
for more photos & listings!

 Doug Pattison exhibited his work 
in the show “Missed Me, Missed 
Me” in September at Red Door 
Gallery in Georgetown.
PHOTO BY CHRIS MILLER.

 George Paolucci, Edward Jones 
financial advisor in Erin, with his 
wife Sandra and right, branch 
administrator Judith Gibson, hosted 
a reception in their Main St. office 
on Nov. 18 during the Village 
of Erin’s 14th annual Window 
Wonderland, the popular storefront 
unveiling and Christmas tree-
lighting event.

 Approximately 160 rural 
landowners joined Credit Valley 
Conservation on Nov. 10 for its 
landowner appreciation event. 
Also attending were from left, 
Orangeville councillor Gail 
Campbell, Brampton councillor 
Michael Palleschi (back), 
Mississauga councillor Karen 
Ras, Halton Hills councillor Bob 
Inglis (back), CVC CAO Deborah 
Martin-Downs, Caledon councillor 
Johanna Downey, Erin councillor 
John Brennan and CVC chair and 
Mississauga councillor Nando 
Iannicca. PHOTO SUBMITTED.



Everybody’s growing to . . .

MARCH 10-19 
2017

 ENERCARE 
CENTRE

MEDIA FOUNDED BYSUPPORTING

CANADABLOOMS.COM

1 Admission 
2 Great Events!

VISIT 
Canada Blooms 

And Enjoy
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Gardening With Native Plants
By Lorraine Johnson

M
y first native plant 
garden, planted 
decades ago, was a 
small native plant 

meadow (16 by 10 feet/4.8 by 
3 m) in the backyard of my 

first house. In the late 1990s, 
I was asked to be part of a 
study to assess the amount of 
time and inputs (water, fer
tilizers, etc.) various types of 
gardens require. In addition 
to my native plant meadow, 
the survey looked at a typical 
lawn and a conventional 
flower garden, among 
other landscape styles…

Nature – a loaded and 
problematic term, I admit – 
is pretty much in control of 
things. Sure, the gardener can 
tinker away, as temperament 
and the need for soothing 
work-time in the garden 
demand, or the gardener can 
take low maintenance to the 
extreme outer reaches (as I 
seem to have done that sum
mer), but at the end of the 
day the native plant garden 
continues ... on its own steam.

Which explains my survey 
results in the “input” categories. 

Water? A total of 30 liters (about 
8 gallons) directed exclusively 
at four seedlings I put in in the 
spring and needed to water 
until they got established. Other 
than that, the rain did my 
watering work – even during 
a very dry summer. Gas? No 

lawn, so no endless mowing 
and no fossil fuel or electrical 
energy use. Fertilizers? The 
meadow plants don’t need any. 

Organic
Chemicals? Zilch. My 
gardening approach is organic 
on principle and organic in 
practice, and the majority of 
pest problems I encountered 
could be dealt with using soap 
and water, or muscle. Most 
other native plant gardeners 
I’ve talked with across North 
America report the same 
thing. It’s the adapt or die 
principle in action – native 
plants have evolved over 
thousands of years to the 
conditions found in their 
home range, so in a biodiverse 
native plant garden they don’t 
succumb to pest attack with 
the same regularity as exotic 
plants. Anyone who doubts 
this should plant a native 

woodland ground-cover 
beside a hosta, which is non-
native, and see which plant the 
slugs devour. The exotic hosta, 
guaranteed. Actually, my then 
neighbor and I enacted this 
experiment every summer. 
He poured on the slug poison 
and I poured on the native 
seeds, five feet (1.5 m) away. 
The slugs in my garden were 
more than happy to ignore 
my natives and instead spend 
their lives in the compost bin 
(where they’re useful); my 
neighbor’s slugs, on the other 
hand, were happily munching 
their way through a third 
expensive hosta planting.

Diversity
In case this is starting to sound 
like unseemly gardener-one-
upmanship, I should note 
that my neighbor had a lovely 
garden, and that my meadow 
was not to everyone’s taste. No 
single garden ever is. Anyone 
with claustrophobia would 
have found my towering 
plants dizzying, and even in 
such a small plot, one could 
have gotten lost in foliage on 
the trip to the compost bin. 
But the look of my garden 
was dictated by my particular 
choices of native plants, not 
the fact that I chose to garden 
with natives. If I had wanted 
a more restrained style, I 
could have easily chosen 
from the dazzling array of 
natives with more compact 
growth. And that, essentially, 
is one of the beauties of native 
plant gardening: the incredi
ble diversity from which 
to choose. Whatever your 
conditions – shady, sunny, 
or somewhere in between – 
and whatever your desired 
style – formal, informal, or 
a mix of the two – you can 
find many natives to suit your 
needs and achieve your goals.

The hundred easy-to-
grow native plants detailed in 
this book (and the dozens of 

others referred to in various 
sections throughout) represent 
just a fraction of the native 
plants appropriate for the 
garden setting. It was next to 
impossible (and more than a 
little heartbreaking) to limit 
my choices to a hundred. I 
was guided, however, by the 
principle that, along with 
being easy to grow, all should 
be relatively easy to find in the 
nursery trade and most should 
be ones I’d actually grown. My 
own experiences in cultivating 
these plants have been supple
mented by many fruitful 
exchanges with hundreds of 
other native plant gardeners 
across North America who 
have so generously shared 
their adventures with me.

Lorraine Johnson was the 
president of the North 
American Native Plant 
Society and is the author of 
numerous books on gardening 
and environmental issues, 
including The New Ontario 
Naturalized Garden, The 
Gardener’s Manifesto, and City 
Farmer: Adventures in Urban 
Food Growing. Lorraine is 
much-in-demand throughout 
North America as a garden 
speaker on native plants. She 
currently lives in Toronto.

From 100 Easy-to-Grow Native 
Plants for Canadian Gardens, 
Lorraine Johnson. 
Photographs by Andrew 
Leyerle. ©2017. Published by 
Douglas & McIntyre. 
Excerpted with permission of 
the publisher.

 One of the splashiest spring combinations for the 
northeastern woodland garden includes Virginia bluebells 
(Mertensia virginica) and wood poppy (Stylophorum 
diphyllum). PHOTOGRAPH BY ANDREW LEYERLE.
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northeastern woodland garden includes Virginia bluebells 
(Mertensia virginica) and wood poppy (Stylophorum 
diphyllum). PHOTOGRAPH BY ANDREW LEYERLE.

 One of the splashiest spring combinations for the 
northeastern woodland garden includes Virginia bluebells 
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 One of the splashiest spring combinations for the 
northeastern woodland garden includes Virginia bluebells 
(Mertensia virginica) and wood poppy (Stylophorum 
diphyllum). PHOTOGRAPH BY ANDREW LEYERLE.



HOME SUITE HOME
NEWLY RELEASED SUNSET VIEW SUITES  

WITH LARGE BALCONIES

Located in the historic district of Georgetown, The Residences of The Hotel McGibbon 
offer all the charm of a small town main street with the amenities of a modern lifestyle.

Sweeping views, expansive terraces and unique floor plans, coupled with boutiques, 
restaurants and art galleries, combine to create a rich and vibrant lifestyle.

OVER 60% SOLD | REGISTER TODAY!
TheHotelMcGibbon.com

Award Winning Presentation Center 
79 Main Street South, Georgetown

905 702 2525

Monday-Thursday | 12 noon-6pm
Closed Fridays
Saturday & Sunday | 12 noon-5pm

Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. E.&O.E. Rendering is artist’s concept.

SPRING 2017 

CONSTRUCTION
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The Future of the Bruce Peninsula:
Learning from Seven Generations Thinking

V
isitors to the tip of the 
Bruce Peninsula over 
the past several years 
have been struck by 

one big challenge – people 
are everywhere. On peak 
summer weekends, thousands 
of people are turned away 
from such popular attractions 
as the Grotto and Singing 
Sands beach, and traffic on 
the highway into Tobermory 
moves at a crawl. Less visible 
to visitors are some troubling 
changes in natural systems, 
including the subtle impacts 
of climate change and the 
shifting biodiversity of the lake 
waters brought on by invasive 
species and other factors.

Tobermory, the picturesque 
little community at the tip of 
the Bruce, struggles with social 
and economic changes as well. 
The population is aging as 
young people leave to find jobs 
and retirees arrive to enjoy 
the tranquility and natural 
beauty. The stark seasonality 
of the economy is a factor 
that must be reckoned with 
by developers, entrepreneurs 
and residents alike.

This area has amazing 
attributes based around 
large contiguous forests and 
pristine shorelines that have 
real potential for improving 
the environment and creating 
economic opportunities. 
But these current challenges 
to the physical and natural 
systems suggest that recent 
approaches to managing our 
natural and human systems 
are not working as effectively 
as they might. Perhaps it 
is time to reconsider how 
we view the future of the 
Niagara Escarpment and 
the Bruce Peninsula.

Sources of Knowledge 
One organization is attempting 
to start a conversation about 
the future and how we might 

view it differently. Sources of 
Knowledge is hosting their 
ninth annual forum May 
5-7, 2017 in Tobermory. The 
forum’s theme is “Accounting 
for the Past, Envisioning the 
Future: A Seven Generations 
Framework for the Bruce 
Peninsula.” All the speakers, 
workshops, field trips, videos 
and displays during this event 
will help participants to see 
the future through the lens 
of the First Nations’ Seven 
Generations way of thinking.

The Seven Generations 
perspective is grounded 
in traditional ecological 
knowledge and long-term 
thinking. This approach 
recognizes that individuals 
will be influenced by great-
grandparents, grandparents 
and parents and will in 
turn, help to shape children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. While these 
generations may not all be 
present at the same time, 
there is a connection that 
runs through those who are 
here now to those recently 
gone and to those soon to 
come. These connections 
amount to seven generations 
of accumulated experience 
and wisdom about who we are, 

where we live, and what we do.
For First Nations, 

this Seven Generations 
perspective applies to 
decision making about the 
natural environment, society, 
political relationships and 
family connections. The 
Seven Generations approach 
intensifies community bonds, 
promotes cultural and natural 
stability, and provides real 
values for which all people can 
judge their own actions. The 
approach contrasts sharply 
to decision making that 
we often see in the broader 
Canadian society that focuses 
on the shorter term, such 
as the next fiscal year or the 
next term in political office. 

Annual Forum
The Sources of Knowledge 
annual forum has become an 
important social and intellectual 
event in Tobermory’s calendar. 
Over the years, experts and 
interesting speakers have 
shared their ideas on topics 
such as the Peninsula’s coastal 
heritage, the need for a strong 
dark skies policy and threats 
to subsurface ecosystems. This 
May’s event is the third in a 
series about the Great Arc – 
the Niagara Escarpment as it 

crosses Ontario, Michigan and 
Wisconsin. Last year’s forum 
focused on the interactions 
between this physical feature 
and the indigenous peoples 
who occupied the land after 
the retreat of the last glaciers. 

This year, the keynote 
speaker is John Borrows of 
the University of Victoria. 
Professor Borrows is currently 
the Canada Research Chair 
in Indigenous Law and an 
international authority on 
the legal traditions and legal 
reasoning of Aboriginal 
peoples. As an Anishinaabe 
person, it is his contention that 
these legal traditions can be 
applied more broadly to the 
whole of Canadian society.

Forum 2016 sold out and 
we expect the same level of 
enthusiasm for this year’s 
event. Check regularly at 
sourcesofknowledge.ca for 

details about the 
program and registration.

Sources of Knowledge is a 
community-based, non-profit 
organization with a mandate 
to share ideas and information 
about the people and places 
on the Bruce Peninsula.

Graham Draper, Board of 
Directors, Sources of Knowledge

 Canada Day weekend visitors 
at Indian Head Cove in Bruce 
Peninsula National Park.
Photo courtesy of 
Bruce Peninsula Press/
Doug Sweiger
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Niagara Escarpment Authors’ New Works
How We Danced, 2016, 
Cactus Rain Publishing
Aging, homosexuality, adultery 
and death are themes in How 
We Danced but Deborah 
Serravalle portrays them 
with nostalgia, sweetness 
and understanding. Set in 
Hamilton, the story unfolds 
in two time frames, the 
contemporary present and 
in memories from 40 or 50 
years ago, when morals were 
different. People familiar 
with the city’s history will 
enjoy having treasured 
parts of it recalled to life.

This is the first novel 
published by Deborah, who for 
Autumn 2008 contributed the 
feature article “Around the Bay 
Race: Older than Boston’s” for 
this magazine. She is already 
working on another book.

Caledon Hikes: 
Loops & Lattes, 2015 
and Halton Hikes: 
Loops & Lattes, 2016, 
Woodrising Consulting 
Nicola Ross’s two hiking books 
are collections of circle walks 
that end back at your car, 
eliminating the need to park 
vehicles at both ends of a trail 
or to return the whole way 
you went in. A lot of work by 
several people went into these 
books. There is a map for each 
of the 37 hikes in each book, 
with detailed directions to 
follow, plus descriptions of what 
you can see, as well as some 
photographs. An information 
box for each walk gives the 
length, level of difficulty, 
length of time to complete, the 
number of steps (!) and more. 

This is a highly personal 
selection of walks, with some 

choices that may surprise local 
residents who prefer other 
options. The routes were tested 
by people before publication. 
Exact locations of parking space 
for each hike are particularly 
useful, and the notes about 
where to buy refreshments make 

for highly civilized outings.
Note that Halton Hikes 

is not to be confused with 
Conservation Halton’s 2007 
book of that name, by Gary 
Hutton, for which Gloria 
Hildebrandt, publisher of this 
magazine, was copy editor.

 Two Escarpment-area authors present new books: Deborah Serravalle has 
the novel How We Danced and Nicola Ross has Caledon Hikes: Loops & Lattes 
and Halton Hikes: Loops & Lattes.

Gardening solutions 
that work.
Gardening solutions 
that work.
Gardening solutions Gardening solutions Gardening solutions 
that work.that work.that work.
Gardening solutions 
that work.

COME CHECK US 
OUT THIS SPRING

FOR YOUR GARDEN, 
LANDSCAPE, AND OUTDOOR 

NEEDS

From starter plants to water features, 
we have what you need.
Come see our extensive selection of 
unique bird feeders and feed. 
We carry the best selection of Broil 
King and Napoleon BBQ’s and 
accessories at competitive price. 

STORE LOCATION & HOURS:
10 Wiggins Rd., Caledon, ON L7C 2T2
905-838-4434  www.peelhardware.ca

Mon-Fri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:30am to 8:00pm
Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:00am to 6:00pm
Sunday. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00am to 6:00pm

Peel Hardware & Supply
OLD SCHOOL ROAD

KING STREET

M
CLAUGHLIN RD

HURONTARIO ST. N.

WIGGINS

SLOAN RD

OLD SCHOOL ROAD

KING STREET

M
CLAUGHLIN RD

HURONTARIO ST. N.

WIGGINS

SLOAN RD
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The developers of The 
Residences of the Hotel 
McGibbon, a new 
condominium development in 
the heart of Georgetown, have 
designed the contemporary 

building from the ground up 
to be remarkably sustainable 
and environmentally-friendly, 
but best of all, they’ve made it 
easy for residents to be green. 

State-of-the-art features 

include full-spectrum LED 
lighting, geothermal heating 
and cooling systems, low 
volatile-organic compound 
(VOC) paints, electric 
car stations, a car-sharing 
system, recycling at the 
touch of a button, and 
even a virtual concierge. 

The geothermal heating and 
cooling system will replace 
the conventional HVAC and 
eliminate the use of fossil 
fuels, reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions by 175 tons of carbon 
per year, the equivalent of 
taking 64 cars off the road, and 
energy use by 30 to 40 per cent.

Typical air handling systems 
use a chiller that consumes 
and discharges plenty of water, 
and requires a number of 
chemical products to clean and 
maintain. This building will 

save 4.25 million litres of fresh 
water yearly and eliminate the 
disposal of harmful chemicals

These built-in features 
will work seamlessly to green 
the reinvented McGibbon 
Hotel, while adding to the 
vibrant lifestyle where shops, 
restaurants, art galleries and 
more are just a short walk 
from the resident’s front door. 

Going green hasn’t taken 
away from the award-winning 
design, received at the 2017 
National Sales and Marketing 
Council (NSMC). Once 
completed, each bright and airy 
suite will not only maximize 
the sweeping view and natural 
beauty of Halton Hills, but 
the eco-friendly benefits will 
come together to create a 
residence to be proud to live in.
—Alicia Poirier

 Rendering of the state-of-the-art geothermal heating and cooling system in 
The Residences of the Hotel McGibbon. IMAGE PROVIDED.
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Green Living
At The Residences of the Hotel McGibbon

Connect. Discover. 
Celebrate.
Ontario and Canada’s 150th Birthday at RBG
Experience a year full of music and entertainment, cuisine, art, horticultural displays and exhibitions. 

Join us in marking this exceptional year! 

www.rbg.ca/150
680 Plains Road West, Hamilton/Burlington • 905-527-1158

#RBG150
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Georgetown Pharmacy

 Angelo Dias 
compounding a 
prescription medication 
for a patient.

Good For:
As a compounding 
pharmacy, creating capsules, 
suppositories, creams & 
liquids for medicines that are 
not commercially available, 
especially for pain relief & 
hormone replacement. Serving 
Acton, Erin & Georgetown.

Philosophy:
To help people optimize their 
health through lifestyle changes 
& helping them stay compliant 
with their medications.

The Extra Mile:
Addiction treatment is another 
specialty, helping to wean 
people off pain medications, 
& providing smoking cessation 
counselling & programs.

Why It’s Worth the Visit:
Doctors can customize the 
dosing for their patients. Can 
customize antibiotics & other 
medications for children’s 
doses. Receive referrals from 
Sick Children’s Hospital. Owned 
& operated by a local business 
owner who hires locally & 
supports local patients.

Location:
118 Mill St., Unit 101
Georgetown
905.877.8888
www.georgetownpharmacy.ca

Owner: Angelo Dias

Owned Since: 2014

Non-prescription health and medical 
products are also available.  



A Late Winter Hike 
to Beamer Falls
Written & photographed by Chris Mills
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THE FIRST 
HARBINGERS  
OF SPRING are  

usually underway by  
mid-March in Niagara 

Region’s Niagara 
Escarpment.  Not too cold, 
not too wet, maybe enough 
sunshine to break out the 
sunglasses. In spite of a 
very poor attempt by winter 
last year, ungraciously 
savaged by the notorious El 
Niño, my wife and I headed 
for Beamer Memorial 
Conservation Area on the 
edge of Grimsby to try our 
chances at a late winter 
hike. Instead of snow 
boots, we brought hiking 
boots at my wife’s 
insistence. Clearly 
she was prescient. 

This stairway descends from the viewing 
platform at Beamer Memorial Conservation 
Area to Forty Mile Creek.

THE FIRST 
HARBINGERS  
OF SPRING are  

usually underway by  
mid-March in Niagara 

Region’s Niagara 
Escarpment.  Not too cold, 
not too wet, maybe enough 
sunshine to break out the 
sunglasses. In spite of a 
very poor attempt by winter 
last year, ungraciously 
savaged by the notorious El 
Niño, my wife and I headed 
for Beamer Memorial 
Conservation Area on the 
edge of Grimsby to try our 
chances at a late winter 
hike. Instead of snow 
boots, we brought hiking 
boots at my wife’s 
insistence. Clearly 
she was prescient. 



spring 2017  •  Niagara Escarpment Views  17

Beamer Memorial 
Conservation Area has 
several notable benefits. It’s 
not too terribly challenging 
when it comes to icy slopes 
and treacherous terrain, 
but it has its share of 
climbing and clambering 
so that you’re not merely 
taking a walk in the park.

Here’s the key, you’ll find 
not just one cascading falls, 
but two seven-metre-high 
falls on this one creek. Both 
are visible from a car park on 
Ridge Road West. But at my 
wife’s request we proposed 
to access them from the 
north through Grimsby.

The trail is the Beamers 
Falls Side Trail, part of 
the Bruce Trail, and is 
thus protected not just 
by the Niagara Peninsula 

 A rivulet from the Niagara 
Escarpment has created a 
wonderful cliff face of ice.

 Dolomite boulders that fell from 
the Escarpment rest at the edge of 
Forty Mile Creek.
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Conservation Authority 
who will smack you for 
walking on trilliums, but also 
by more than 100 private 
landowners who protect 
their property in order for 
the hiking public to use it.

It’s called voluntary 
stewardship and it’s a 
wonderful thing in Ontario, 
unless you park your car 
somewhere along the trail 
as I did once and found 
myself under the wrath of an 
elderly woman with a phone 
threatening to call the police 
unless I moved my butt. 
Hikers however are tolerated. 

History
The area was settled back in 
the American Revolution 
days when Loyalists and 
Pennsylvania Dutch arrived to 
civilize it away from the local 
Iroquois. Very little data exists 
of how the original inhabitants 
felt about this, although 30- 
odd years later they would 
fight alongside the British to 

keep the United States from 
taking over in 1812. The Town 
of Grimsby was incorporated 
in 1921, and to this day has 
retained its town status rather 
than become a city. Thus its 
charm is deliberately and 
shamelessly protected. 

Before that, say 470 million 
years or so, it was under a 
lake that covered everything 

in a basin that was centred 
in Michigan and fanned 
out across the entire Great 
Lakes region from there. 

The sheer quantity of 
organic material and sea 
life in the form of fossilized 
bodies that died and sank to 
the bottom of the lake over 
millions of years became 
the limestone base upon 

 A closer view of the Lower Falls 
with its two kinds of cascades.

 View of the Lower Falls on 
Forty Mile Creek.

  Gibson House at the start of the 
trail is circa 1860 and has been 
designated of heritage significance 
by the Town of Grimsby.
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which layer upon layer of 
sandstone, dolomite and 
shale was built, all topped 
by impermeable Lockport 
Dolomite that caps the Niagara 
Escarpment in this area. 

When the lake withdrew 
some 300 million years 
ago to form a large plain, a 
bowl was left behind. What 
makes this interesting is that 

streams flowed over the rim 
and waves crashed against 
the base of this Escarpment. 
Erosion undermined the softer 
under-layers of rock, which 
caused great blocks of the 
overlying dolomite to break 
off and tumble into the bowl 
leaving the rocky face of the 
Escarpment that we see today. 

Modified by the retreat 

Inglis Falls
Conservation Area
 your four seasons destination!

An 18 metre waterfall, located just 
south of Owen Sound. 

Explore our many waterfalls at  

www.greysauble.on.ca
519 376-3076

WPE Ltd.
(905) 628 - 3055

368 Mill St., Dundas, ON
sales@WPEequipment.ca

Pic’s Motor Clinic
(905) 892-3041 

2514 Hwy 20 East, Fonthill, ON
www.picsmotorclinic.com

STIHLCanada 

www.stihl.caPricing on chain saws and blowers will remain in effect until June 30, 2017. Pricing on all other power tools and accessories will remain in effect until July 31, 2017 at participating STIHL Dealers, while supplies last.

• 21" Cutting Swath 
• Onboard Storage for Additional Battery  
• 3 Mowing Options: Mulch, Side Discharge, Rear Bin
• Price Includes AP 300 Battery and AL 101 Charger 

RMA 510 | Battery Lawn MowerNEWNEW

$69995
NEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEW

MSRP

$19995199199 MSRP $289.95
with 16” bar

30.1 cc / 1.3 kW / 3.9 kg (8.6 lb)‡

MS 170 | Gas Chain Saw

PICK YOUR POWER

‡Powerhead only.   *Without fuel.
†Without battery.

FS 38 
Gas Trimmer

$15995MSRP $189.95

27.2 cc / 0.65 kW / 4.2 kg (9.2 lb)*

FSA 45 
Battery Trimmer

$14995MSRP $169.95

NEWNEW

BGA 45 
Battery Blower

$14995MSRP $169.95

NEWNEW

$$149149149

NEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEW

NEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEWNEW

PICK

BG 50 
Gas Blower

$17995MSRP $219.95

27.2 cc / 0.7 kW / 3.6 kg (7.9 lb)*

179179 MSRP $219.95

27.2 cc / 0.7 kW / 3.6 kg (7.9 lb)* 18 V / 2.0 kg (4.4 lb)†

18 V / 2.5 kg (5.5 lb)†

07477_AdMat_EN_Combo_FINAL.indd   1 2017-01-31   3:08 PM
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of ice ages, the most recent 
of which was about 13,000 
years ago, fast-flowing rivers 
cut the chasm for Beamers 
Falls at one of the highest 
points in the peninsula just 
above Grimsby and opposite 
200-metre-high Grimsby 
Mountain on the east side. 

What geologists around 
the world understand is that 
this makes the Escarpment 
literally a geologist’s paradise 
where millions of years of 
earth history unfold in visible 
layers you don’t even need 
a rock hammer to see.

Forty Mile Creek is one 
of those rivers (so named 
evidently for the first forty 
families of Loyalists to cross 
the border to found Newcastle, 
later called Niagara-on the-
Lake. Or the distance from 
the U.S. border depending 
on whom you ask).

Botany
Equally unique about 
the side trail is that it’s 
entirely located within the 
northernmost reaches of 
what’s called Carolinian 
Forest. This is an old-growth 

forest of Sugar Maples and 
Red Oaks, Hemlock and 
centuries-old White Cedar 
that produces such diversity 
in wildlife as the Tufted 
Titmouse, Louisiana Water 
Thrush and an abundance 
of White-tailed deer.

It’s so diverse that it was 
designated in 1984 by the 
Carolinian Canada Coalition 
to be one of 38 critical natural 
areas in need of protection, 
not just for birders, hikers and 
nature purists, but also for 
natural and scientific interest. 
Much earlier, in 1894, the 

Niagara Parks chief gardener 
identified 909 different species 
of plants and ferns around 
Niagara Falls about 40 miles 
east. Over 300 species of birds 
have been identified including 
Turkey Vultures, Red-tailed 
hawks, Sparrow hawks, eagles, 
falcons and Ruffed Grouse. 

Thus enthused for an 
invigorating commune with 
nature, we parked at the 
Coronation Park and Grimsby 
Lions Community Pool parking 
lot that’s a couple hundred 
metres from the beginning of 
the trail up a quiet residential 
street at the end of which we 
found a historically-designated 
house, the 1860 Gibson House 
at 114 Gibson St., Grimsby. 

If you follow the Bruce Trail 
markers reading “Iroquoia 
Section” (see Grimsby Map 
5 in the Bruce Trail Guide) 
you’ll find yourself on a 
trail above and beside the 
Forty Mile Creek cascading 
joyfully and noisily. It’s about 
a 1 ¼ km hike to the falls. 

Thanks to the spring melt, 
the lower falls is a daunting 
and cheering sight since it falls 
from a high distance. Well 
worth the effort to get there. 
The upper falls is about 100 
metres past it, and according 
to reliable sources readily 
viewed from the parking lot 
off Ridge Road West. However 
the trail looked a bit dicey and 
the afternoon was getting late, 
so we turned around, but will 
make the effort another time 
to have a look at it, although 
it has a more leisurely drop in 
a staircase kind of cascade.

You can park atop the 
Niagara Escarpment in 
the Beamer Memorial 
Conservation Area parking 

 The spring melt can fill the creek 
with dramatic volumes of water. 

  Beamer Memorial Conservation 
Area and Forty Mile Creek are 
within Carolinian forest.
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lot off Ridge Road West and 
use the Grimsby Point Side 
Trail. A wood staircase built 
into the cliff allows hikers to 
descend to the creek, which 
cuts about half the hike. You 
could also approach from the 
car park around the corner 
on Ridge Road West whereby 
you barely need leave your 
car to see both cascades. 
Parking is limited to five cars.

Hawk Watch
Another point about the 
aforementioned Conservation 
Area parking lot is that 
this is where the hawk 
watchers gather in March. 
Those are exciting times. 

Due to the rising 
currents that push over the 
Escarpment, tens of thousands 

of hawks, eagles and falcons 
can be seen on their annual 
migration north in early 
spring. It’s a natural funnel 
where raptor watchers flock, 
and during a typical Sunday 
you’ll be hard pressed to find 
a place in the watchtower 
set in the middle of the 
meadow. Birders fill their 
books with not just sightings 
but volumes of sightings. 

Bring running shoes to 
change into following the hike. 
They’ll save your car’s interior.

Chris Mills writes and 
photographs for a variety 
of publications in Ontario. 
His last feature for Niagara 
Escarpment Views was 
“A Country Manor for 
Everheart,” Winter 2015-16.
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Like bees to blossoms, visitors to the 
Laroche garden in Niagara-on-the-Lake 
were captivated by boxwood structure, 
trees, shrubs and flowers in bloom.

OF Dundas AND Niagara-on-the-Lake
PHOTOGRAPHS BY MIKE DAVIS  |  WRITTEN BY GLORIA HILDEBRANDT
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AH, THE TYRANNY OF SPACE! There’s never enough. 
Avid gardeners know the disappointment of not having 
enough room for all the plants they want. Similarly, we have 

more photographs of great gardens than we can fit into our spring 
special issue, and every good photograph is worth a full page 
or two. So many gardens, so little time to see them all in detail, 
so little space to do them justice in print. Here then is a highly 
personal selection of garden photographs from last year’s tours in 
the Niagara Escarpment communities of Dundas and Niagara-on-
the-Lake. One was called The Carnegie Gallery’s Secret Gardens 
2016 Tour; the other was Shaw Guild Garden Tour: The Secret 
Gardens of Niagara-on-the-Lake. Both are beautiful towns, both 
tours were fundraisers for a treasured part of their communities. 
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 Niagara Escarpment 
cradles Hamilton, 
Ancaster and Dundas. 
The Howard back yard 
in Greensville ends at 
the north curve of the 
Escarpment, providing a 
spectacular year-round 
vista. Large beds of 
peonies, phlox, daylilies, 
roses and more punctuate 
the generous space.

LAST YEAR, dry spells 
continued to be a challenge. 
In some gardens the early 
flowers had just finished and 

the mid or late spring flowers 
were not yet fully open. 
And pink seemed to be the 
prominent colour in bloom.

Some of the garden owners 
were on site and available 
to talk to visitors, enriching 
the garden experience. 

 The Penner property in Niagara-
on-the-Lake featured a pond with 
a pergola reached by a boardwalk. 
The wisteria near the pergola was 
past its prime but the rich colours 
of potted lobelia and pelargonium, 
commonly known as geraniums, 
gave powerful punches of colour. 
Japanese influences make this 
courtyard unique.
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 On the 16-acre DiCenso/Hutchison 
property in Flamborough, the formal 

lawn and garden near the house blend 
gracefully into the forest and stream. 

This property is more fully explored 
elsewhere in this issue.

 The Greensville property of the Galers has a 
waterfalling stream flowing across the front yard. 
Perennial beds, rock gardens, bonsaied 
junipers and trees surround the house. 
In the back near the pool, there’s 
a beautiful “she-shed.”

 The Greensville property of the Galers has a 
waterfalling stream flowing across the front yard. 
Perennial beds, rock gardens, bonsaied 
junipers and trees surround the house. 
In the back near the pool, there’s 
a beautiful “she-shed.”

 On the 16-acre DiCenso/Hutchison 
property in Flamborough, the formal 

lawn and garden near the house blend 
gracefully into the forest and stream. 

This property is more fully explored 
elsewhere in this issue.
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 Garden beds surround the indoor-outdoor space in the backyard 
of the Penman house in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Coneflowers and red 
Knockout roses repeat the pop of red on the seats while upstairs in the 
outdoor kitchen and dining area, a Provençal yellow predominates in 
the Lantana standard, annuals and tablecloth.

 Two stately flower-filled urns flanking the front door of the Smiths’ 
Georgian house in Niagara-on-the-Lake reveal the taste, elegance and 
refinement of minimalism, which is enlarged in the clean lines of the 
lawn and garden beds of the back garden.

 Garden beds surround the indoor-outdoor space in the backyard 
of the Penman house in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Coneflowers and red 
Knockout roses repeat the pop of red on the seats while upstairs in the 
outdoor kitchen and dining area, a Provençal yellow predominates in 
the Lantana standard, annuals and tablecloth.
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 While the pergola and waterfall at the pool is the most dramatic feature of 
the McCaughey residence in Niagara-on-the-Lake, there is a densely planted garden 

beyond, with winding paths leading to a secret dining area hidden among the greenery.

 The one-acre Turkstra property in 
Greensville seems much bigger due 
to the large lawn and garden on the 
lower level stretching up to a stream 
and woodland beyond. Art and found 
driftwood sculptures have been placed 
throughout.
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 Closeup of a 
stunning Florida 
‘variegata’ weigela in 
the Laroche garden in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

 A Florida 
dogwood in 
full bloom in 
a corner of 
the Thomas 
minimalist 
garden in 
Niagara-on-
the-Lake.

www.reddoorgallery.ca 
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 Wayne and Sheri 
Galer have gardened 
on their Greensville 
property for about 34 
years. A brother-in-law is 
a landscape designer.

Meeting the owners and creators of the gardens on tour can be 

an added joy for fellow gardeners. Here are the ones who were 

available for photographs.

 The doctor in his 
favourite place. 

Peter Thomas 
created the 

Japanese shade 
garden at the side 
of his Niagara-on-

the-Lake house 
with a clear view 

of Lake Ontario. He 
can see it from his 

solarium, saying “I 
like the Japanese 

influence, the 
simplicity 

and serenity.”

 Karen Turkstra created a shady resting place in the middle of her 
large lower-level garden. Art mimics life regarding pale pink peonies.
 “All the stuff in my garden was sourced locally or salvaged,” she explains. 
“The driftwood was pulled from the stream, and I hand picked and hand laid 
the stones for the garden.”

 John and Ann Howard have both 
worked on their beautiful, mature 
Greensville gardens for 32 years. 
“There’s a nice view in all seasons,” 
they say modestly of their 
breathtaking Escarpment views.

 Ernie and Paula Penner 
inherited artist Campbell Scott’s 
Niagara-on-the-Lake house, 
garden and work. They promote 
his work and legacy, adding 
“He loved opening his house 
to people.” Scott studied in 
Japan and his tranquil courtyard 
reveals this influence.
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 Birgit and Greg McCaughey bought the Niagara-on-the-Lake house 
with its existing lush garden about seven years ago, and continue to 
use the same gardener for maintenance as worked there previously. 

Birgit creates the planted pots for the garden. With its pool and 
waterfall, “It’s very tranquil all the time,” they say.

Overleaf: The Carnegie Gallery’s Secret 
Gardens 2016 Tour included the garden of 
Haakon Bakken and Catherine Quinn. The 
spectacular view from their backyard takes in 
Dundas and the Escarpment beyond. 

 Alba DiCenso’s 
Flamborough woodland 
garden is nestled within 
a 16-acre property. 
With husband Brian 
Hutchison, she is 
learning about and 
practising conservation. 
For more about this 
property, see the full 
feature article in this 
issue.

Davey Tree Expert Co. of Canada, Limited

Quality Tree Pruning & Removals · Planting 
Tree & Shrub Fertilization · Insect & Disease Management 

Certified Arborists · Free Estimates · Employee Owned

Protecting Neighborhood Trees Since 1880.

www.daveytree.ca · (866) 303-8161

Earth Bound 
Touring Gardens
Red Bay, South Bruce 
Peninsula. May 1 – 

Thanksgiving Open Daily 9 am – 5 pm. 
Tour gardens and Destination Garden Centre. 
www.earthboundgardens.com

Tour Rural Gardens of Grey 
& Bruce Counties
May 1 – Sept 30 Open, self-guided 
tours. 22 individual gardens. 

Details at www.ruralgardens.ca

Shaw Guild Garden Tour — 
Niagara-On-The- Lake
June 10, 10am - 4pm. 8 gardens never 
before on tour in Old Town & nearby 

Queenston. Master gardeners at every garden. 
www.shawfest.com/gardentour

Carnegie Gallery 
24th Annual Garden Tour 
June 11, 10am- 4 pm Rain or shine. 
Beautiful gardens, tea room, 

artist’s poster. 905.627.4265
carnegie@carnegiegallery.org

Caledon Horticultural 
Society Garden Tour
July 8th. 10am - 4pm Rain or 
shine event. Select unique 
gardens on self guided tour.

www.gardenontario.org/
site.php/caledon
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Name of location.
PHOTOGRAPH BY MIKE DAVIS.
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The town of Dundas in the Dundas Valley, surrounded 
by the Niagara Escarpment. This view is looking south. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY MIKE DAVIS
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In May 2016 the Royal Botanical Gardens (RBG) at the border of Hamilton and 
Burlington opened its renovated Rock Garden. New plantings, fully accessible 
paths and a beautiful Visitor Centre overlooking the garden have rejuvenated 
the historic property.

WRITTEN BY GLORIA HILDEBRANDT  |  PHOTOS BY MIKE DAVIS

Royal Botanical Gardens’
Oldest Feature Renewed

ROCK
GARDEN 

RENO
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 The new Visitor Centre perches on 
the edge of the bowl that cradles the 
newly named David Braley & Nancy 
Gordon Rock Garden.
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The Visitor Centre is 
the new entrance 
to the Rock Garden, 

now called the David 
Braley & Nancy Gordon 
Rock Garden after lead 
donors, long-time supporters 
and volunteers with the RBG. 
The building’s roof sweeps 
dramatically like a curved leaf. 
Inside is a conference facility 
that can hold 130 people, 
and a restaurant, while the 
outdoor patio and 
lookout deck 
give a 

view toward the old Tea 
House on the opposite 
slope of the Rock Garden.

Young formal plantings 
surround the centre, but 
from this point you don’t 
see much of the old garden. 
Amid the sounds of traffic, 
you can hear water flowing. 
Paths lead you down the slope 
into the Rock Garden itself.

A former gravel pit on 
the Niagara Escarpment, 
the garden was constructed 
between 1929 and 1932. 
As the earliest part of what 
became the RBG, the 
Rock Garden 

has some old plant specimens 
that are still cherished 
today. The recent renovation 
of the garden included 
keeping some of the older 
parts of the garden. 

Jon Peter, curator and plant 
records manager, indicates the 
very first acquisition, in 1930, 
a Japanese cedar, Cryptomeria 
japonica, the national tree of 
Japan. New plants were the 
selection of Janet Rosenberg 
Studios, a Toronto landscape 
architecture firm, 

one of the biggest in Canada. 
The neighbouring Beauty 

Bush, Kolkwitzia amabilis, 
is another original planting 
from the 1930s. When in 
bloom, this tree stops traffic in 
whichever garden it’s located.

The second plant acquired 
for the garden, also in 
1930, was the Bald Cypress, 
Taxodium districhum. Two 
specimens still thrive in the 
sheltered microclimate of 
the Rock Garden bowl. “A 

 The magnificent design of the 
Visitor Centre suggests a sheltering 
curved leaf held up by sticks.

ROCK
GARDEN 

RENO
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deciduous conifer, it drops its 
leaves in the fall,” explains Jon.

Why the Renovation
Part of the RBG’s mission 
is to inspire and nurture 
a commitment to the 
environment. The renovation 
aimed to respect the heritage 
of the old garden but move 
to more sustainable garden 
designs and management. 
Instead of the labour-
intensive planting and 
lifting of more than 150,000 
bulbs and annuals each 

year, the new garden was 
designed to use less water, 
less upheaval of the soil and 
produce less plant waste. 

The new garden 
“incorporates a best-
practices approach to 
plant selection, design and 
management, including 
pollinator-friendly plants, 
species native to Ontario, 
and a broad representation of 
drought-tolerant perennials 
that provide wide sweeps 
of colour and texture 

 This Japanese cedar, 
Cryptomeria japonica, was the 
very first acquisition of the Rock 
Garden in 1930. Blossoms of an 
old Beauty Bush are visible in 
the background.
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 Three of the 
finest and largest 
Manchurian maple 
trees in Canada, 
surrounded by 
brown mulch. 

 From the outdoor patio of the 
Visitor Centre there’s a good 
view of the Tea House across 
the bowl of the Rock Garden.

 Jon Peter, curator and plant 
records manager, with a 1959 
acquisition, the Japanese 
dogwood or Kousa dogwood, 
in stupendous bloom.

ROCK
GARDEN 

RENO
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 This old stairway has been retained in the redesign but the new handrail 
increases safety. This view was used for the cover photo of Escarpment 
Views, Spring 2010.

throughout the seasons,” 
states RBG information.

Jon adds more specific 
details by pointing out “One 
big reason for the renovation 
was the leaky waterways 
caused by two overgrown 
willows. The waterfall is 
always popular. The old one 
was retained but some parts 
of it were reinforced.”

Along the walkway to the 
Tea House, now renamed 
Garden House, at the edge 
of the garden are mostly 
native species of trees and 
shrubs, acting as a transition 
space to the natural area 
beyond the fence. 

“The architects used a 
broad sweeping landscape 

design as much for texture 
contrast as colour,” says Jon. 
“There’s a long season of 
interest. I think this garden 
is at its best in the fall.”

Taking another path to the 
top of the bowl, it’s possible 
to enjoy several different 
vantage points to the whole 
garden below from the several 
lookouts. New fully accessible 
paths with gradual grades 
now make it possible to take 
strollers and wheelchairs 
easily throughout the garden.

Finest Specimens
“There are a lot of interesting 
plants from Japan,” adds Jon, 
“many of them unique. RBG 
has tried to represent what’s 

Open Daily in Creemore and Orangeville
facebook.com/cardboardcastles.ca

Just add imagination.
Discover toys and gifts that inspire play.
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ROCK
GARDEN 

RENO

 This Beauty Bush, Kolkwitzia 
amabilis, was planted in the 1930s. 
About twice the height of a person, 
it is a show stopper when blooming.

 Two stately Bald Cypress, 
Taxodium districhum, planted in 
1930, now tower to grand heights. 
Dropping its leaves in the fall, it 
puts out new coniferous growth 
each spring. The Visitor Centre can 
be seen in the background.
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new in the horticultural 
world.” 	 Returning to the 
Visitor Centre, Jon stops at 
some mighty trees surrounded 
by lawn, identifying them 
as Manchurian maple, 
with a trifoliate leaf, unlike 
a Canadian maple.

“These are three of the 
finest specimens you’ll see in 
Canada,” he declares. They 
were grown here from seed in 
1973 and are likely the largest 
of their kind in Canada.

Outside a side door of the 
Visitor Centre is a new walled 
area, called The Dalglish 

 The deliberately rough alignment 
of rocks in the Dalglish courtyard 
provides space for Alpine plants.
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ROCK
GARDEN 

RENO

Family Courtyard after other 
significant benefactors of the 
RBG. It’s an intimate space 
with a water fountain; alpine 
plants are intended to grow 
in crevices of the rock walls.

As curator and plant 
records manager, Jon has a lot 
to do. Of the original garden, 
about 20,000 plants remain. 
With the renewed design, 
there are 143,800 individual 

plants, forming 2,411 species. 
From 1930, the first year that 
plant records were kept at 
RBG, 39 accessions are still 
alive and growing well.

Of the Rock Garden, 
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 A waterfall down the side of the Rock Garden bowl courses into a 
waterway that winds through the centre of the garden. New lights and a 
sound system have been added for more interest in the dark hours.

Jon declares “It’s our oldest 
and most precious site.”

In 2010, the old Rock Garden 
was featured extensively in 
this magazine when it was 

called Escarpment Views.
This feature is available  

to view on the website  
www.NEViews.ca as the cover 
story for Spring 2010 under 
Magazine – Back Issues. 
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 Bridge over the pond, made by Brian 
Hutchison from a tree that fell across. 
Brian and Alba DiCenso won an award 
for improving the health of Mountsberg 
Creek on their property.

Award-Winning
Rural Hamilton Property
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BRIAN HUTCHISON 
AND ALBA DICENSO 
bought a 16-acre 

property in a rural part 
of Hamilton about 12 
years ago and have been 
protecting, preserving and 
enhancing it ever since. 
In 2015 they received a 
Watershed Steward Award 
from Conservation Halton. 



 The log deflector with plant 
material behind it, directs creek 
water away from the pond, taking 
it off line and improving the creek’s 
habitat for fish.
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C
onservation Halton 
describes the 
Hutchison-DiCenso 
property as uniquely 

beautiful, with “a variety of 
natural features including 
portions of the provincially 
significant Lower Mountsberg 
Creek Swamp Complex, 

Mountsberg Creek, a tributary 
of Bronte Creek, locally 
significant woodlands and …
part of the Mountsberg East 
Wetlands Environmentally 
Significant Area.”

“We had a dream for what 
we wanted each part of the 
property to be,” says Alba, 

“and we’re now learning 
about conservation.”

In 2017, Alba and Brian 
began improvements to their 
pond, which is about 2/3 of 
an acre in size. Created by 
previous owners, it needed 
to be taken off line, meaning 
it is kept separate from 

Mountsberg Creek which 
flows through their property. 
Specifically, they keep 
water flowing in the creek 
by having closed the man-
made channel which used 
to send water to the pond. 

“The objective was to 
improve the water quality 
in Mountsberg Creek for 
native species,” explains Alba. 
“Staff from Trout Unlimited 
Canada and Hamilton-Halton 
Watershed Stewardship placed 
a log deflector approximately 
two metres upstream of 
the pond’s inflow channel. 
It is secured in place with 
wooden stakes and twine. 
This deflector directs flow 
into the centre of the channel 
and away from the inflow of 
the pond. Plant material was 
placed behind the deflector 
to act as a sediment trap and 
to stabilize the creek’s bank. 
As the sediment continues to 
build up, the inflow channel 
will be completely blocked and 
the creek will be disconnected 
from the pond. Disconnecting 
the on-line pond reduces the 
temperature of the creek water 
improving the habitat for fish 
because ponds absorb more 
heat from the sun and then 
heat up the creek water.”

They added five aerators 
to the pond, which provide 
the benefits of reducing the 
oxygen stress of fish, mixing 
the water, insuring that oxygen 
reaches the bottom of the 
pond, and improving bacterial 
activity and decomposition 
of organic material, reducing 
the growth of algae.

 The pond has been taken offline 
from Mountsberg Creek and has 
aerators operating to improve the 
quality of the water.
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 A boardwalk bridge over the 
creek gives access to more of the 
forest.

 The fallen tree-trunk bridge from 
across the pond.

 Mountsberg Creek, a tributary 
of Bronte Creek, meanders lazily 
through the 16-acre property.
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Protecting 
Endangered Species
Wildlife is plentiful thanks to 
the water on their property. 

“We are interested in 
protecting endangered 
species,” adds Alba. “We have 
Honey Bees. We’re involved 
in protecting Snapping Turtle 
eggs and we are encouraging 
Wood Ducks. But this past 
year, the Hooded Mergansers, 
which come earlier in 
the spring and are more 
aggressive, laid eggs in four 
of our five Wood Duck boxes. 
All we have done to encourage 
the ducks, both of which are 
cavity nesters, is to install 
five Wood Duck boxes, each 
facing a stream, and filled 
with about six to eight inches 
of fresh wood chips. In total 
last year, we had 42 Merganser 
eggs laid in the  boxes, 26 of 
which successfully hatched. 

We have been told that in 
order to attract Wood Ducks 
to the boxes, we must remove 
the Merganser eggs which 
are laid daily. We plan to try 
this approach this spring.”

Alba and Brian also 
raise Monarch Butterflies 
by harvesting eggs from 
milkweed plants and keeping 
them in protected cages.

“Last year I raised 72 
Monarch Butterflies,” 
boasts Alba.

They’ve worked with Dan 
Welsh, an advocate for Eastern 
Bluebirds, to install five 
bluebird boxes on their land. 

“Last year was our first 
year,” says Alba, “and we had 
a nest in one box with four 
babies successfully fledged.”

Bluebird conservation 
and protection involves more 
than just putting nest boxes 
on fence posts. The Ontario 
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free list of Escarpment places to walk

—  discover new trails!

Bob Barnett
888.815.9575 416 960 8121
rbarnett@escarpment.ca www.escarpment.ca

9th Annual

SOurCES OF KNOWLEDGE 
FORUM

MAY 5 - 7, 2017
TOBERMORY, ONTARIO

3.554 inches wide x 4.833 inches high.

Accounting for the past
envisioning the future
A Seven Generations Framework

for the Bruce Peninsula



Eastern Bluebird 
Society has 
many specific 
requirements 
for helping 
the bluebird 
population, and 
declares that 

failing to meet all 
the requirements 

can actually do 
more harm than 

good. This includes 
humanely destroying 

or relocating 50 km 
away, alien House Sparrows 

which destroy bluebird eggs, 
young and adult bluebirds 
and Tree Swallows, which 
are fully protected by law.

“If you cannot bring 
yourself to remove these alien 
predators please remove your 
boxes as you are not helping 
the bluebird population,” 
states a brochure of the 
society. Fortunately, Dan 
told Alba and Brian that 
House Sparrows should not 
be a problem for them.

Alba and Brian are happy 
to share their knowledge 

 A touch of luxury: in the woods 
near the house and garden, a 
charming “she-shed.”

50  Niagara Escarpment Views  •  spring 2017

 View inside a Wood Duck box 
from the side, showing the 

fine wood chips available as 
nesting material.

 Pond aerators work to stir up the 
water, increasing oxygen to the 
bottom of the pond and reducing 
algae.

 Pond aerators work to stir up the 
water, increasing oxygen to the 
bottom of the pond and reducing 
algae.

 Pond aerators work to stir up the 
water, increasing oxygen to the 
bottom of the pond and reducing 
algae.



spring 2017  •  Niagara Escarpment Views  51

and successes. Last year they 
were part of the Carnegie 
Gallery Secret Garden Tour 
and had experts in gardening, 
beekeeping, bluebirds, turtles, 
ducks and water stewardship 
stationed throughout their 
award-winning property 
to talk with visitors. 

Gloria Hildebrandt and 
Mike Davis are the founders 
and publishers of Niagara 
Escarpment Views.

 On last year’s Carnegie Gallery 
Secret Garden Tour, expert Dan 
Walsh and Alba DiCenso were 
happy to share knowledge of 
Eastern Bluebirds.



Featuring beautiful photography by 
Mike Davis of real wildfl owers & real gardens 
along the Niagara Escarpment.
Great as gift cards, thank-you notes, special occasions, 
even brief letters! 2 sets of 4 cards & envelopes: $14.60*

Larkwhistle
Photograph by Mike Davis
Niagara Escarpment Views

www.NEViews.ca

Wild Jack-in-the-Pulpit
Photograph by Mike Davis
Niagara Escarpment Views

www.NEViews.ca

even brief letters! 2 sets of 4 cards & envelopes: $14.60

Lady Slippers
Photograph by Mike Davis
Niagara Escarpment Views

www.NEViews.ca

Blue Spring Flowers, Orchard House
Photograph by Mike Davis
Niagara Escarpment Views

www.NEViews.ca

Marsh Marigolds
Photograph by Mike Davis
Niagara Escarpment Views

www.NEViews.ca

Ruth Young’s Garden
Photograph by Mike Davis
Niagara Escarpment Views

www.NEViews.ca

Spring Garden, Glen Williams
Photograph by Mike Davis
Niagara Escarpment Views

www.NEViews.ca

2 sets of 4 cards & envelopes: $14.602 sets of 4 cards & envelopes: $14.60

Trilliums in Forest
Photograph by Mike Davis
Niagara Escarpment Views

www.NEViews.ca

Card shown at Actual Size (4.25x5.5)
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EMAIL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

*CHARGES

Blank Cards: ...... $14.60
HST: .....................1.90
Mailing: ................3.50

TOTAL ............... $20.00

3 EASY WAYS TO GET THIS OFFER:

Mail completed form and cheque
payable to: Niagara Escarpment Views
50 Ann St., Georgetown ON L7G 2V2

Interac/eTransfer to: ads@NEViews.ca

PayPal available at 
www.NEViews.ca/Store

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
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ACTON & GEORGETOWN
McDonald’s
The tried-and-true, 
dependable kids’ favourite. 
Drive-through, eat-in. 
374 Queen St. E., Acton, Open 
at 5 a.m.; 185 Guelph St., 
Georgetown, Open 24 hours.

ALTON
Rays 3rd Generation 
Bistro Bakery
Charming country bakery/
eating gem. Live music.
1475 Queen St., Alton, Open 
Tues-Sat for lunch & dinner, 
519.941.6121

BOLTON 
Bolton Thai Cuisine
Authentic Thai ingredients, 
traditional cooking styles. 
Wide selection of mild to spicy 
dishes. Open Tues. to Sat.
18 King St. E., Unit L5, 
Bolton, 905.857.8988, 
boltonthai.ca

COLLINGWOOD
Pretty River Valley 
Country Inn
Upscale inn on 125 acres of 
Niagara Escarpment hills.
529742 Osprey-The Blue 
Mountains Tline, Nottawa, 
705.445.7598, 
prettyriverinn.com

DUNDAS
The V Spot Vegan 
Cafè Bar Eatery
100 per cent vegan salads, 
wraps, brown rice bowls, 
pizza, smoothies.
12 Millers Lane, 
Dundas, 905.628.4545, 
thevspotdundas.com

GEORGETOWN
Georgetown Thai Cuisine
Certified Thai Select by the 
government of Thailand, for 
authentic Thai ingredients 
& cooking styles for all 
dishes. Vegetarian, vegan, 
gluten-free options.
76 Main St. S., Georgetown, 
905.873.1429, gthai.ca

Golden Fish & Chips
Traditional food plus Newfie 
fries, fried pickles. Busy at 
times. Dine in, take out.
32 Main St. S. Georgetown, 
905.877.5700

Heather’s Bakery Café
Celebrating 15 years of 
business. Homemade soup 
& sandwiches, quesadillas, 
quiche, salad & more.
103 Main St. S., 
Georgetown, 905.873.6569, 
HeathersBakeryCafe.ca

Silvercreek Coffee House
Organic fair-trade coffee & tea. 
Light breakfast & lunch meals. 
112 Main St. S., Georgetown, 
905.877.5769

Stone Edge Estate
Luxurious B&B in a large 
manor house on the Niagara 
Escarpment. Indoor pool, Jacuzzi 
spas, elevator. Completely 
accessible. Formal dining room.
13951 Ninth Line, 
Georgetown, 905.702.8418, 
StoneEdgeEstate.ca

GLEN WILLIAMS
Copper Kettle Pub
Country pub in historic building 
Indoor, outdoor fireplaces. 
Live music Fri. & Sun. nights. 
517 Main St., Glen Williams 
(Halton Hills), 905.877.5551, 
copperkettle.ca

KILLARNEY
Killarney Mountain Lodge
Cabins, rooms, chalets on north 
shore of Georgian Bay. Casual 
dining room with Canadian 
comfort food. Renovated in 2015.
3 Commissioner St., 
Killarney, 705.287.2242, 
Killarney.com

LITTLE CURRENT
The Island Jar
A beautifully-designed whole 
foods market & café. 
15 Water St. E., Little 
Current, 705.368.1881, 
TheIslandJar.com

Eat & Stay Along the 
Niagara Escarpment

Stone Edge Estate 
Bed & Breakfast, Georgetown Ontario

A touch of luxury on the Niagara Escarpment
Large bright rooms with ensuite bath, TV & bar fridge.

Indoor pool, jacuzzi, wifi, handicap friendly.

13951 Ninth Line 
Georgetown, ON

905 702 8418
www.StoneEdgeEstate.ca

Evergreen Resort
Cozy cottages, sitting room 
& 4-pc. bath
Natural sand beaches
All-inclusive 
Open May to mid October
Spring & Fall Specials

B - 139 Resort Rd (Red Bay)
South Bruce Peninsula, ON  N0H 2T0
519-534-1868
reservations@evergreenresortredbay.ca
evergreenresortredbay.ca
Interac, Visa, Mastercard accepted

SUMMER 
& WINTER SEASONS
FREE WIFI
30 & 50 AMP 
FULL SERVICE SITES

8690 TREMAINE RD | MILTON, ON L9E 0E2

905.878.6781

8690 TREMAINE RD | MILTON, ON L9E 0E2
www.miltonheightscampground.com

Enjoy the Magic 
of the Country

175 King St. 
Terra Cotta    

905.873.2223    
1-800-520-0920

www.cotta.ca
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MILTON
Milton Heights Campground
Seasonal camping for RVs & tents, 
located between Toronto & Niagara 
Falls. Open year round.
8690 Tremaine Rd, Milton, 905.878.6781, 
miltonheightscampground.com

MONO
The Mono Cliffs Inn
Specializing in unique Australian 
wines. Local, seasonal products, 
made-from-scratch dishes.
367006 Mono Centre Rd., 
(County Rd. 8), Mono Centre, 
519.941.5109, monocliffsinn.ca

The Farmer’s Walk Bed and Breakfast
Seven minutes east of Orangeville, 
close to Bruce Trail, overlooking 
Hockley Valley. Outdoor pool, 
indoor wood-burning fireplace.
833345 4th Line EHS, Mono, 519.942.1775

ORANGEVILLE
SteakHouse 63
Restaurant & pub in circa-1852 
renovated building. Steaks of the 
highest standard at great value. 
Vegetarian & gluten-free options.
63 Broadway, Orangeville, 519.943.0063, 
steakhouse63.com

RED BAY
Evergreen Resort
Cottages on natural sand beach, heated 
pool, 2 hot tubs, sauna, Lake Huron sunsets.
139 Resort Rd., South Bruce Peninsula, 
519.534,1868, evergreenresortredbay.ca

ROCKWOOD
Chompin at the Bit Bar & Grille
Upscale pub food: Texas Longhorn 
beef, grass-fed & hormone-free, 
but also vegetarian options & great 
care taken re food allergies.
148 Main St. North, Rockwood, 
519.856.1220, chompinatthebit.ca

Dinner Tonight
ORANGEVILLE

519-943-0063 | steakhouse63.com

A delicious, convenient place to stop
Just South of the QEW, on Victoria Avenue, Exit 57

Heart of Niagara, Fresh Local Produce
Bakery and Gluten Free, Deli, Cheese Market

Monthly Theme Dinners!

4600 Victoria Avenue 
Vineland, ON
289.567.0487

www.goculinary.ca

  
  
   

 V
OTED BEST

     14 YEARS IN A ROW

GOLDEN
Fish

&Chips

32 Main St. S.
Georgetown

Dine In
Take Out

905-877-5700

Under new ownership  •  Newly renovated
Patio  •  Historic landmark  •  Closed Monday

517  Main St., Glen Williams
905.877.5551

copperkettle.ca

QUIET FAMILY CAMPGROUND 
LARGE WOODED SITES for TENTS & RVs 

PREMIUM SERVICED SITES 
CAMPING CABINS 

PRIVATE SAND BEACH/ PLAYGROUND 
IMMACULATE FACILITIES 

HAY BAY ROAD 
TOBERMORY, ON  N0H 2R0 

GPS CO-ORDINATES : N45.23967 / W81.68295 
PHONE: 519.596.2523 

EMAIL: mail@landsendpark.com / WEB: http://www.landsendpark.com 

185 Guelph S. 
Georgetown
OPEN 24 HOURS

374 Queen St. E. 
Acton

OPEN AT 5 A.M.

833345 4th Line E.,
Mono, ON L9W 5Z4
519-942-1775

Sandy & Jock Proudfoot 
www.farmerswalkbb.com
farmerswalkbandb@sympatico.ca
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SHEGUIANDAH
Green Acres Tent & Trailer Park
Camping & trailer sites, sand beach. 
New restaurant has home-made meals & 
roast beef buffet on Saturday & Sunday.
Sheguiandah, 705.368.2428, 
campingmanitoulin.ca

SHELBURNE
Jelly Café Craft Bakery
Fresh sandwiches, salads, soups, 
baked sweets, delectable coffees.
120 Main St. East, Shelburne, 
519.925.1824, jellycraft.com

SINGHAMPTON
Mylar & Loreta’s Restaurant
Well-prepared comfort food, open 10 
a.m. year-round, 7 days a week. 
Grey County Road 124, Singhampton, 
705.445.1247, mylarandloretas.ca

TERRA COTTA
The Terra Cotta Inn
Riverside setting, 4 dining 
rooms, banquet hall, lower 
level pub with fireplace.
175 King St., Terra Cotta, 905.873.2223, 
1.800.520.0920, cotta.ca

TOBERMORY
Big Tub Harbour Resort
Waterfront resort close to plenty of 
Tobermory attractions. Family owned & 
operated. Bootlegger’s Cove Pub on site.
236 Big Tub Rd., Tobermory, 
519.596.2219, bigtubresort.ca

Land’s End Park
Quiet family campground in 70 acres 
of natural forest. Large wooded 
sites for tents & RVs, private sand 
beach, natural scenic beauty.
59 Corey Cresc., Tobermory, 
519.596.2523, landsendpark.com

The Sweet Shop/Coffee Shop
An expansion of The Sweet Shop, 
the next-door Coffee Shop offers 
teas, coffees, snacks & light meals 
including all-day breakfast sandwich.
20 Bay St., Tobermory, 800.463.8343, 
sweetshop.ca

VINELAND
Grand Oak Culinary Market
Eat in or takeout: gourmet meals, deli, 
bakery. Monthly theme dinners.
4600 Victoria Ave., Vineland, 
289.567.0487, goculinary.ca

thevspot_cafè 
EMAIL: thevspotcafe@gmail.com

12 Millers Lane, Dundas | 905-628-4545

Delicious Vegan 
food served 
within a friendly 
atmosphere.

Now Serving Niagara Wines, Small Talk Ciders 
and Assorted Mill Street Beers

Blue Mountains, Collingwood
705.445.7598

www.prettyriverinn.com
inn@prettyriver.infosathse.com

Open Tues–Sat.  •  Lunch & Dinner
Reservations recommended 

1475 Queen St., Alton 
519.941.6121120 Main St. East | Shelburne, ON  L2V 3K5

Local: (519) 925-1824 | TF: 1 (888) 94-JELLY

We are always excited to have you!

Come visit us for a quick co� ee,or an intimate lunch with an old friend.

Halton Eco Festival
17th annual

Saturday, April 29, 2017
10 am to 4 pm at the

Glen Abbey Community Centre,
1415 Third Line at Upper Middle Road, Oakville

A one-day only environmental fair for 
healthy living, biodiversity and sustainability!

• Sciensational Sssnakes!! • educational speakers • 
eco cafe • green businesses • get involved in 
local eco campaigns • alternative healthcare 
• free parking  • governmental initiatives • play 
Eco-Jeopardy • bring your family and friends
• giveaways, door prizes, silent auction, and more!
              (905) 849-5501
      e-mail: info@oakvillepeacecentre.org
      website: oakvillepeacecentre.org
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By Gloria Hildebrandt 

W
hen I was eight 
we moved to the 
country where 
my father had 

all the space he wanted for 
gardens. He had two large 
curving beds beneath the 
windows at the front of the 
house, bordered by small 
rocks. He made an enormous 
vegetable garden on top of the 
septic system’s weeping tiles. 
He created a flower garden at 
the south side of the house, 
bordering a low waterfall 
and stream he formed 
from the basement sump 
pump’s run-off. He built an 
arching wooden bridge with 
handrails to cross the stream. 

Within the large concrete 
patio, he had a circle bordered 
by clipped boxwood and 
filled with tulips in spring 
and tropical houseplants 
in summer, and a rectangle 
for a simple knot garden of 
boxwood and a plant with 
leaves in a contrasting colour, 
all neatly clipped. The patio 

ended where the land dropped 
down abruptly about four 
feet. Here he built concrete 
steps and edged the slope 
on either side with low-
growing evergreens. Over 
50 years, their stems and 
branches grew thick and 
gnarly, with an ancient beauty.

On the sunken lawn he 
grew a carpet of thyme and 
planted dwarf fruit trees, 
rhododendrons and azaleas. 
They didn’t do well here as 
the sunken lawn was flooded 
with spring meltwater for 
weeks but they did bloom 
with beautiful flowers. Next to 
the sunken lawn the ground 
rises sharply to a small hill. 
Escarpment rocks break 
out of the ground here, so 
my father developed a rock 
garden. It was a tremendous 
amount of work to maintain, 
as were all of these gardens, 
but for decades my father 
relaxed from running his 
business by tending them.

German Vegetables
I was required to help out 

by weeding and harvesting 
vegetables and fruit. I 
hated it. I got dirty, it took 
forever in the heat with bugs 
crawling on my face, and 
I often seemed to be doing 
it wrong. I didn’t even like 
eating a lot of the strange 
European vegetables: kohlrabi, 
white asparagus, tough lima 
beans, gooseberries, and 
green cabbage or kale before 
it became fashionable. I 
always loved sweet carrots 
fresh from the soil, peas 
eaten from the pod, yellow 
German potatoes roasted or 
in a vinaigrette salad, and 
the berries: raspberries, 
strawberries, red currants with 
milk and sugar, supplemented 
by wild blackberries that 
my mother picked from 
the rest of the acreage.

Although I hated working 
in my father’s garden as a 
child, as soon as I had some 
earth of my own, I wanted to 
garden. I didn’t know what I 
was doing, but I felt my way 
forward blindly, beginning 
with a raised-bed herb garden 

at my back door, 
then an island 
flower bed in the 
middle of my own 
thyme lawn. 

Most of my 
plants came 
from my father’s 
divisions and 
extras. Often in 
spring he would 
appear from next 
door with roots 
and flats of things, 
asking if I wanted 
them. I always 
did, even though I 
didn’t know what 
they were. It didn’t 
help that my father 
usually only knew 
their German 
and Latin names. 
I learned the 
English common 

names from other sources. I 
was given bleeding hearts, 
columbines, primroses, 
dahlias, gladiolae and more. 
Once he gave me a Rose of 
Sharon which a nursery had 
mailed him as a substitute 
for hibiscus. Unacceptable 
to him, it has become a 
large tree in my front yard 
with prolific pink flowers 
early each autumn.

Gardening Skills
My father also had a 
greenhouse where he started 
all sorts of things from 
seed. He became my annual 
supplier of Italian vegetables 
that he didn’t like: zucchini 
and plum tomatoes. He 
would shake his head as he 
delivered these foreign plants.

My father really knew how 
to garden. He knew how and 
when to apply manure. He 
divided and transplanted 
and renewed his beds when 
necessary. He was forever 
buying new plants and seed 
from increasingly specialized 
nurseries. He had control 
of his gardens, they didn’t 
overwhelm him as they do me, 
although he decommissioned 
some of them as his energy 
decreased or his interests 
moved elsewhere.

I could have learned 
so much from him about 
gardening. I realize this 
acutely now that he’s gone. 
But somehow, his passion for 
gardening was planted a little 
bit in me. Having grown up 
within fine gardens, I must 
feel a need to be surrounded 
by them. I’ll bumble along, 
doing my best to keep up with 
my ambition to create the 
gardens I have in my mind.

Gloria Hildebrandt is the 
co-founder, co-publisher 
and editor of Niagara 
Escarpment Views.

My Father’s Gardens
n The Gift of Land

 Purple irises, blue columbines and 
coral bells passed on to me by my 
father. PHOTO BY GLORIA HILDEBRANDT.

 Purple irises, blue columbines and 
coral bells passed on to me by my 
father. PHOTO BY GLORIA HILDEBRANDT.

 Purple irises, blue columbines and 
coral bells passed on to me by my 
father. PHOTO BY GLORIA HILDEBRANDT.
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Spriggs Insurance Brokers Limited
 
 Offices in: Angus  (705) 424.7191  
  Georgetown 905.874.3059    
  Milton 905.878.2326
  Oakville 905.844.9232
  Stayner (705) 428.3138

  www.spriggs.ca
 

 Your Best Insurance is an Insurance Broker

391 Queen St. #2 
Acton, ON L7J 2N2
@Petro Canada gas station 
& Pita Pit plaza

AA NAILS STUDIO 519-853-2528
Bio Gel • Solar Power • Manicure & Pedicure • Waxing
Walk-ins & Appointments Welcome. Gift Certifi cate are available.

BUSINESS HOURS:
Mon. - Fri.:  10am - 7 pm

Sat.: 10 am - 6 pm
Sun. & Holiday CLOSED

37 Mill St. East, Acton 
416 938 1075

www.millstglassinc.com

MILL ST GLASS
Here for all your custom glass needs…

Shower Enclosures
Beveled, Polished Glass & Mirrors

Thermal Units
Aquariums

Screen Repair to Windows & Doors Motorcycles, Sidecars, Trikes, Scooters
Ural, Dnepr, CJ 750 & Royal Enfield experts

Making Motorcycle Dreams Come True

59 Willow St. North,  Acton
519 853 9269

www.ovcscooters.ca

CALEDON Fireplace
Traditional Quality

Certified Sales & Installations
www.caledonfireplace.ca

888 212 4413
Located at the S.W. Corner of 

Hwy. #10 and King St. in Caledon
18371 Hurontario Street (Hwy 10) Caledon Village

chicaboominc.com      519-927-9300

Find Fabulous for Less!
Insta

5,000square footshowroom!

Europa Greenhouses Ltd.
Aluminum & Glass Hobby Greenhouses

P.O. Box 67, Ballinafad, Ontario, N0B 1H0
Tel: 416 801 5823 

beverley@europagreenhouses.com
europagreenhouses.com

David Christopherson
MP Hamilton Centre

davidchristopherson.ca

Scott Duvall 
MP Hamilton Mountain

scottduvall.ndp.ca

Supporting the preservation of 
the Niagara Escarpment

Ancaster: 253 Wilson Street East
905-648-6800

Locke Street: 263 Locke Street South
905-529-3300

Westdale: 986 King Street West
905-522-3300

www.JudyMarsales.com
Servicing your Real Estate needs since 1988

©1988
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n view of land conservation:

Cheaper to Prevent Quarries
By Bob Barnett

W
e’ve seen the 
expensive 
fights against 
quarries. It costs 

a lot to present planning and 
hydrological evidence that 
nature will be harmed. Tom 
Ashman and Dee Cherrie 
had a different vision. They 
had quarries around their 
Escarpment property in 
Wiarton and didn’t need a 
crystal ball to know what 
the “highest and best” next 
use would be. They chose to 
put a conservation agreement 
on their property which 
would never allow quarries.

Canada Revenue Agency 
says donations to religious 
organizations reach 40 per 
cent of total donations while 
health reaches 21 per cent, 
social services 11 per cent, 
international causes eight per 
cent, education four per cent 
and the environment at only 
three per cent. Environmental 
donations do top the arts at 
one per cent and sports at two 
per cent. This is especially 
strange when a protected 
environment has been 
proven to enhance health and 
improve educational outcomes.

Religious donations also 
support social causes and 
international work, but a great 
deal must go toward salaries 
and building upkeep for the 
organizations themselves.

If it were only better 
recognized that the 
environment provides us with 
a parallel economy. Ontario’s 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry figures cleaner 
air and water, with flood 
control and rare species 
thrown in are worth $84 
billion a year, just in southern 
Ontario. That’s almost as much 
as the government spends on 
hospitals, schools, roads and 
whatever else is in Ontario’s 

annual budget. Strange how 
health, social services and 
education get both substantial 
government funding and 
loads of donations. Strange 
how government funding 
for environmental causes 
has taken such a dive, just 
as we and Kathleen Wynne 
are figuring out that climate 
change is the biggest 
problem facing society. 

In Don’t Even Think About 
It: Why Our Brains Are Wired 
to Ignore Climate Change 
George Marshall explains 
our lack of interest in the 
environment very well:
1.	 It’s too big to deal with
2.	 You can’t see it very clearly
3.	 The message is 

confused by religious 
and economic ideas

4.	 Protecting it is not going 
to make us popular

5.	 Our brains deal with 
emergencies better 
than big issues

6.	 It’s not a big problem today
7.	 It’s not right on 

our door step
8.	 It’s not a certainty
9.	 We have other things 

to worry about
10.	 It’s a difficult problem, let’s 

do something simpler
11.	 It’s for our children, not us

Buy It Or Lose It
I’ve been fundraising for 20 
years now. The best campaign 
I ever ran was to protect 
Skinner’s Bluff on the Bruce 
Trail up by Wiarton. The 
owner had erected a sign I still 
have in my basement saying 

“Buy it or you can’t walk on it”. 
We had a deposit down and 
we printed photos of people 
standing there admiring the 
view. The money came in.

There is a lot of money 
available when the right 
people ask and it’s for a 
close-at-hand, tangible 
battle to protect a visible 
part of the community.

I’ve seen 
local cot-
tagers band 
together to 
raise hundreds 
of thousands of 
dollars to “Stop the 
Drop” in Great Lakes 
water levels. One wealthy 
businessman gave $100,000. 
We raised about $200,000 to 
fight the development of the 
David Dunlop Observatory 
site. The people of Rich-
mond Hill really got on the 
bandwagon. Sarah Harmer 
organized some great concerts 
to fight the Nelson Quarry 
at Mount Nemo in Burling-
ton. They paid for a lot of 
consultants and experts, but 
Jefferson Salamanders saved 
the day and killed the project.

At Escarpment Biosphere 
Conservancy (EBC) we’re 
stuck with paying the cost 
of our success. With a new 
reserve every month, and 
in rural communities all 
over south-central Ontario, 
we find it hard to marshall 
the donations to pay for 
appraisals, legal fees and the 
occasional survey. Last year 
it cost us about $100,000 to 
protect 1,478 acres worth 
$2,632,000 and protecting 
$4,440,000 a year of those 
hard-to-understand ecosystem 
services every year. That’s the 
best conservation bargain 
around! Every dollar protects 
$26 worth of land and $44 
worth of cleaner air and water.

Prevent Quarries
I see people donating $100,000 
hoping to stop a quarry or a 
pit and I compare that with 
the few thousand it takes 
to provide preventative 
environmental medicine and 
protect the land BEFORE 
the developer buys it. EBC is 
a better investment. But we 
lack the urgency and the stark 
picture of what will happen 
when they “blow a hole in my 
Escarpment.” Just as the Bruce 
Trail is successful because 
people support the land they 
walk on, we’re hoping you’ll 
come out and walk on our 
trails, see our trees and put 
your feet in Lake Huron.

I’m surprised that the 
same landowners that spend 
thousands of dollars and 
hundreds of hours fighting 
the quarries rarely protect 
their own property with 
a “no quarry”conservation 
agreement.

Bob Barnett of Escarpment 
Biosphere Conservancy 
can be reached through 
www.escarpment.ca 
or at 888.815.9575.

 Canada 
Revenue 
Agency's size 
of charitable 
donations by 
category
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Paul Miller, MPP 
Hamilton East – Stoney Creek

289 Queenston Road
Hamilton, ON L8K 1H2
905 545 0114
pmiller-co@ndp.on.ca
1 800 411 6611

Proud to represent 
a riding that 
includes the beauty 
of the Niagara 
Escarpment 

Proud to represent 
a riding that 
includes the beauty 
of the Niagara 
Escarpment 

David Sweet, M.P.
1760 Upper James St., Unit 4 
Hamilton, ON  L9B 1K9
905 574 0474  ❘  DavidSweet.ca

David Sweet Niagara Escarpment Ad - JAN 2017 - 59.6x59.2mm.indd   12017-01-23   2:45 PM

18 Hole Championship Golf Course
Indoor Golf Academy
Licensed Establishment
Great Tournaments & Outings
Lessons & More

Book a Tee Time Now
1 (888) 959-6372

rainbowridgegolfcourse.com

18 Hole Championship Golf Course
Indoor Golf Academy
Licensed Establishment
Great Tournaments & Outings
Lessons & More

Apples are our business,
baking is our passion.

Fresh baking daily, fruit and meat pies
Homemade jams and jellies, gift baskets

Meaford Location open all year, 8 am to 6 pm
grandmalambes@yahoo.ca

Hwy 26 East of Meaford   519.538.2757
www.meaford.com

35 Sykes St. North, Meaford
Open 10a.m. to 5 p.m.

Purrsonally Yours
Fabric & Wool Shop

519.538.4283  facebook.com

S.A.W. Technology
Solar 

Panels: 
50w-330w

We ship across Canada

info@sawtechnology.com
Tel: (905) 567-1804 (Solar)

(416) 830-5769 (LED)

www.SolarShoppingMall.com
www.sawtechnology.com

www.maxpowerledlights.com

LED Lights

Charge Controllers
Inverters
Batteries
Solar Air Heaters
On/Off-grid systems

Dealers wantedSOLAR
LED

LED Street Light

519.942.3830
121 First St., Orangeville

booklore@bellnet.ca

Dart Season is 
here and we’re 
fully stocked!

Mon-Fri 10-6
Sat 10-5
Sun 11-4

519-942-2300
WWW.BLIGHTYS.COM

88 First Street, Orangeville

FOR ALL YOUR 
 BRITISH TREATS

NPCA.CA

Summer 2017
Advertising  
closes April 25  
Issue out by June 1

Contact Mike 
905-877.9665 
ads@NEViews.ca
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Subscribe!
Published four times a year. 

In Canada: q Annual: $22 
 q Two years: $39.50 
  (HST included. # 80712 0464 RT0001) 

To the U.S.: q Annual: $35 (cdn. funds)
 q Two years: $65 (cdn. funds)

Name _______________________________________________________

Street Address ________________________________________________

Town/City ___________________________________________________

Postal Code __________________________________________________

Phone # _____________________________________________________

Email _______________________________________________________

Mail cheques payable to Niagara Escarpment Views: 

50 Ann St., Georgetown ON L7G 2V2

“I loved your magazine…but was 
unable to buy a copy anywhere.”

“…writing flows beautifully, with 
creativity and flair all the while 

delivering a most important message.”

“I don’t want to miss an issue.”

“Where can I get a copy?”
“I look forward to every issue I receive…”

“…we love your magazine so 
much that we wish to renew and 

also give…a subscription…”
“The content is fascinating as always and the visuals 

are terrific, especially the centre spread.”

…great content and gorgeous photos…”

“Enjoy the magazine very much…”

“…a great read with articles of 
interest stretching from one end of the 

beautiful Escarpment to the other.”

Bill and Dawn at the 
ha-ha which Bill was 

building last year.

The teal-painted Garden Room 
at Keppel Croft offers seating 

for beverages and picnics.
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Feb. 25 – April 2
Maple Town 
Maple syrup festival, Mountsberg 
2259 Milburough Line, 
Campbellville
conservationhalton.ca/
maple-town

Feb. 25 – April 2
Sweet Water Season 
Maple syrup festival
Crawford Lake 
3115 Conservation Rd., Milton
conservationhalton.ca

March 10-19
Canada Blooms
Enercare Centre, Toronto
CanadaBlooms.com

March 25 & 26 10am – 4pm
Saugeen Bluffs Maple Syrup 
Festival
Admission: $8.00/adult & $3.00/
child, preschoolers free
Saugeen Bluffs Conservation 
Area. Hosted by Saugeen Valley 
Conservation Foundation
www.svca.on.ca or 
publicinfo@svca.on.ca

April 1
Opening of Earth Bound 
Gardens tours
Red Bay, South Bruce Peninsula 
519.534.2483, 
earthboundgardens.com

April 29
Halton Eco Festival
Glen Abbey Community Centre
905.849.5501, 
oakvillepeacecentre.org

May 1
Opening of Rural Gardens of 
Grey & Bruce Counties
Self-guided tours, 
ruralgardens.ca

May 5-7
Accounting for the Past: 
Envisioning the Future
9th Annual Sources of Knowledge 
Forum, Tobermory
sourcesofknowledge.ca

May 27
Creemore Springs Turas Mor
Unique bike tour
Creemore
creemorespringsturasmor.com

June 3 (10am -10pm)
June 4 (10am - 4:30pm)    
Re-enactment of the Battle of 
Stoney Creek
Battlefield Park, 77 King St. W. 
Stoney Creek, 
www.battlefieldhouse.ca

June 10
Shaw Guild Garden Tour
Niagara-on-the-Lake & 
Queenston
shawfest.com/gardentour

June 11
Carnegie Gallery 24th Annual 
Garden Tour 
Dundas, 905.627.4265  
carnegiegallery.org

July 8
Caledon Horticultural Society 
Garden Tour
www.gardenontario.org/
site.php/caledon

See more events and post
your own events on our
web calendar for free:
www.neviews.ca/add-your-event

n coming events
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Mike Baron
Sales Representative

1.800.834.5516
 C:  416.888.0767
www.MikeBaron.ca

Proudly servicing the Escarpment since 1999

Dr. Michael Beier and Team
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Dr. Michael Beier - Dentist

Bettina Hayes - Dental Hygienist
Elena Hibbs - Dental Assistant

Sherie Reaume – Administration
90 Guelph Street, Georgetown

905 877 5389 drmichaelbeier@cogeco.net

YOUR BUSINESS
& COUNTRY 
PROPERTY
INSURANCE 
SPECIALISTS.
Call, Click or Visit us today.

t. 905.702.9777
5-118 Guelph Street, Georgetown  

ccvinsurance.com

Stephen Stoute

Angela Venner

205-16 Mountainview Rd. S.
Georgetown, ON L7G 4K1

866-878-5556

michael.chong.parl.gc.ca
www.michaelchong.ca

Fallbrook
Trail Ranch
Fallbrook
Trail Ranch

Anna & Gary Drummond 905-873-6588
14097 Ninth Line Georgetown
info@fallbrooktrail.com | www.fallbrooktrail.com

Trail Riding
PD & Holiday Camps
Private Events & BBQs
Birthday Parties

905.873.6776
221 Miller Drive

Walk-in
Family Practice
Paediatrician

Sports Medicine
Minor Surgery

OPEN  DAYS/WEEK

Georgetown Yarn
Quality Yarns and Supplies

Classes • Community Projects

facebook.com/GeorgetownYarn

FOR THE LOVE OF YARN

170 Guelph St. Georgetown
905.877.1521

www.georgetownyarn.com

Jill Johnson
905-877-8262

www.TheJohnsonGroupRealEstate.com

For All Your Real Estate Needs
OUTSTANDING SERVICE
OUTSTANDING RESULTS

From Milton through Caledon

PROUD SUPPORTER 
OF HALTON HIKES

68-78 Main St. North
Unit 2 & 3

Georgetown, ON L7G 3H3
905-877-4343

www.kicknationtaekwondo.com

TRY OUR 
KICK START

INTRO INTRO INTRO 
$2499 

INCLUDES

• FREE uniform 
• 2 Semi Private 

Lessons
• 2 Evening classes

M
AX

IM

UM TREE SERVICE

Dead tree removal • Tree planting
Stump grinding • Lot clearing

(905) 873-3349
MaximumTree@hotmail.com

FREE 
ESTIMATES

FULLY
INSURED

12 Armstrong Avenue | Georgetown Ontario
New location, more space & parking to better serve Halton Hills

wastewise@wastewise.ca

Halton Hills largest indoor garage sale

Store Hours 
Mon-Wed  9-5 
Thu 9-8
Fri and Sat 9-5

Phone 
905 873 8122 
e-waste 
recycling depot

www.wastewise.ca

 georgetown community market n
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Where to Get Copies Along 
the Niagara Escarpment

Pick up a free copy of 
Niagara Escarpment Views 

at these select locations.

To list your business on the
map, call us to advertise at

905.877.9665.

St. Catharines
Kayla’s Home Hardware 
St. Catharines  

Home Hardware 

Stayner
Foodland 
Spriggs Insurance Brokers 

Stoney Creek
Battlefield Museum & Park 

Terra Cotta
Terra Cotta Inn 

Thornbury
Niagara Escarpment Commission 

Tobermory
Foodland 
Land’s End Park 

Toronto
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy 

Vineland
Grand Oak Culinary Market 
Vineland Home Hardware 

Wainfleet
Ben Berg Farm & Industrial Equip. Ltd. 

Wiarton
Foodland 
Wiarton Home Hardware Building 

Centre 

Acton
AA Nails Studio 
Acton Home Hardware 
McDonald’s 
Mill St. Glass Inc. 
Old Vintage Cranks 

Alton
Rays 3rd Generation Bistro Bakery

Ancaster
Judy Marsales Real Estate 

Angus
Spriggs Insurance Brokers 

Beamsville
Hildreth Farm Market 
Vineland Nurseries 

Burlington
Conservation Halton  
Lee Valley 
Todd Neff, Edward Jones 
Royal Botanical Gardens 

Caledon
Caledon Fireplace 
Peel Hardware & Supply 

Caledon Village
ChicàBoom Consignment 

Campbellville
Mountsberg Conservation Area 

Chesley
Robert’s Farm Equipment 

Collingwood
Pretty River Valley Country Inn 
Scandinave Spa 

Creemore
Creemore Home Hardware 
Cardboard Castles 

Dundas
Carnegie Gallery 
The V Spot 
WPE Equipment 

Erin
George Paolucci, Edward Jones 
Stewart’s Equipment 

Fonthill
Pic’s Motor Clinic 

Formosa
Saugeen Valley Conservation 

Georgetown
Mike Baron (Re/Max Real Estate 

Centre) 
Dr. Michael Beier Family & Cosmetic 

Dentistry 
Colin M. Brookes, Edward Jones 
CCV Insurance 
Michael Chong, MP 
Fallbrook Trail Ranch 
Foodstuffs 
Genesis Pharmacy 
Georgetown Pharmacy 
Georgetown Yarn 
Golden Fish & Chips
Lora Greene, State Farm 
Jill Johnson (The Johnson Group) 
Kick Nation Taekwondo 
McDonald’s 
Niagara Escarpment Commission 
North Halton Better Hearing Centre 
Red Door Gallery 
Silvercreek Communities 
Spriggs Insurance Brokers 
Stone Edge Estate 
United Lumber Home Hardware 

Building Centre 
Wastewise 

Glen Williams
Copper Kettle Pub 
Williams Mill 

J.M. Davis and Associates Limited, 
Environmental Engineering
www.jmdavis.ca
mike@jmdavis.ca

MAP SPONSORED BY:

Gore Bay
Timberstone Shores 

Hamilton
David Christopherson, MP 
Scott Duvall, MP 
Judy Marsales Real Estate 
Paul Miller, MPP 
Joel Sinke, Edward Jones
David Sweet, MP 
Westcliffe Home Hardware 

Jordan
Ball’s Falls Centre for Conservation 

Lion’s Head
Foodland 

Manitowaning
Rainbow Ridge Golf Course 

Meaford
Grandma Lambe’s 
Purrsonally Yours 

Milton
Andrews’ Scenic Acres 
Crawford Lake Conservation Area 
Milton Heights Campground 
Brett Strano, Edward Jones 
Spriggs Insurance Brokers 

Mississauga
S.A.W. Technology 

Mono
The Farmer’s Walk Bed & Breakfast 

Niagara Falls
Lee Valley 
Stamford Home Hardware 
Wise Cracks 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Mori Gardens 
Penner Building Centre (Virgil) 

Oakville
Tim Carter, Edward Jones 
Spriggs Insurance Brokers 

Orangeville
BookLore 
Blighty’s 
Cardboard Castles 
D & D Pools and Spas 
Dragonfly Arts on Broadway 
SteakHouse 63 

Owen Sound
Grey Sauble Conservation 

Red Bay
Earth Bound Gardens 
Evergreen Resort 

Rockwood
Saunders Bakery 

Shelburne
Foodland 
Jelly Craft Bakery Cafè 
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www.Foodland.ca
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Strawberry-Rhubarb & Ginger Crisp

Lion’s Head Foodland 
4 Webster Street 
519-793-3415

Shelburne Foodland 
226 First Avenue East 
519-925-6032

Stayner Foodland 
1057 County Road #42 
705-428-3449

Tobermory Foodland 
9 Bay Street South 
519-596-2380

Wiarton Foodland 
425 Berford Street 
519-534-0760

Find these ingredients and more at:

Directions
1.  Preheat oven to 350°F (180°C). In an 

8-in./20 cm square (2 L) glass or ceramic 
baking dish, mix together rhubarb, 
strawberries, maple syrup, cornstarch, 
ginger and salt.

2.  In a bowl, combine granola, almonds and 
butter. Spread over fruit.

3.  Bake on middle rack of oven until fruit is 
bubbling and topping is golden, about 30 
min. Serve warm.

Ingredients
2 cups  Sliced Rhubarb (500 mL) 

1/2-in. / 1 cm Pieces

2 cups Sliced Strawberries (500 mL) 

1/4 cup  Pure Maple Syrup (60 mL)

1 tbsp  Cornstarch (15 mL)

1/2 tsp   Ground Ginger (2 mL)

1/4 tsp    Salt (1 mL)

1 cup   Original Granola Cereal (250 mL)

1/2 cup  Natural Almonds, Chopped (125 mL)

4 tsp   Melted Butter (20 mL)

Prep Time: 10 min.  
Total Time: 50 min.
Serves:  8

tip:  Can't find fresh fruit?  
Visit our frozen department for a 
selection of Compliments frozen 
fruit like rhubarb and strawberries.



6777 Morrison Street 
in the Niagara Falls Plaza

leevalley.com

Woodworking  •  Gardening  •  Hardware  •  Home

Lee Valley Niagara Falls is 
Opening in Late Spring
Lee Valley is a family-owned Canadian company that has been supplying 
innovative and practical tools since 1978. We are known for our woodworking and 
gardening tools, as well as our extensive selection of cabinet hardware. Today, our 
product lines extend to common-sense tools that solve everyday problems for just 
about anyone. Our Niagara Falls location will be our 19th store in Canada.

Drop by our store and discover our
• Selection of high-quality tools
• Veritas® tools product line
• Cabinet hardware for every room
• LED lighting solutions
• Unique gift ideas 

• Seminars and workshops
• Knowledgeable and friendly staff
• No-nonsense guarantee
• Free catalogs
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